
<Buddha Restoration Vid>

It is amazing what people can do with things that are 
seemingly beyond repair

How people can take things that appear lost and 
restore them to beauty

There are some incredibly talented people that are 
seriously great at restoring things

There are things that we see as valuable, whether 
they are or not is irrelevant, to us they are valuable

And we work to restore them

The problem is there are somethings that were never 
meant to be preserved or restored.

There are things we do as Christians that were never 
meant to be

Things that have been added to the message that 
we have accepted over the years and have become 
a part of our culture and experience

Things that were brought in not by Jesus 
when He introduced the church to the world

But by those who sought to restore what 
they knew and were comfortable with

It was even happening before Jesus ascending into heaven
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The crucifixion has happened and Jesus was buried

all of those who were devoted to Jesus have lost 
sight of the message He spent three years working 
into their lives

And they are all hiding in fear of what the 
leaders are going to do to them

Just imagine the devastation they 
were feeling as they huddled 
together trying to console one 
another

All their hopes and dreams gone

We can only imagine the feelings that were 
in that room

They had pinned all their hopes and dreams on one
man

Put all of their eggs in one basket and now 
it was all over

And into this mess steps the risen king

All of the prophecy fulfilled

And they have gone from the lowest of 
lows to the highest of highs

Jesus proved He was who He claimed to be in one event
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Andy Stanley says "If a man can predict his own 
death and resurrection, and pull it off, I just go 
with whatever that man says" 

Here the disciples are face to face with the Saviour of the 
world and hearing again the teaching from the master 
communicator

Seeing not the theory of what Jesus was trying to 
do and teach but the reality of what Jesus was 
trying to do

And they still missed the boat entirely

As Jesus was about to ascend into heaven the 
disciples ask

“So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept“So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept
asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to freeasking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free

Israel and restore our kingdom?”Israel and restore our kingdom?” Acts 1:6 NLT

Even the disciples who had walked the closet to Jesus 
tried to restore what they knew

And it is because the message of Jesus was so 
radically different than anything they have 
understood

And they had been taught their whole lives 
that all this other stuff was so important

So their first instinct was to try and incorporate the 
two
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Skip forward several years and you will see that this 
hadn't changed

Acts 15

Paul and Barnabas have been traveling teaching for 
several years and bringing many people into the kingdom

They have established churches among the 
Gentiles in many cities

And their main church they started was in Antioch

The church was thriving and many people 
were coming to Christ 

But several people in Jerusalem didn't think Paul 
was teaching the whole message and wanted to 
correct this

“Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch“Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch
and were teaching the believers: “Unless you areand were teaching the believers: “Unless you are

circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses,circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses,
you cannot be saved.”  you cannot be saved.”  Acts 15:1 NIV

So because of the confusion these people were causing

The new believers didn't know who was telling the 
truth

Do I believe the message Paul is teaching

Or these teachers from Jerusalem
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The two teachings were opposed to 
each other

So Paul and a few other leaders travel back to Jerusalem 
to try and get the issues resolved with the leaders there

They came to come to a consensus about what the 
truth was from those who had spent the most time 
with Jesus

And in that meeting several of the leaders stood up and 
said

 “Then some of the believers who belonged to the “Then some of the believers who belonged to the
party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentilesparty of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles

must be circumcised and required to keep the law ofmust be circumcised and required to keep the law of
Moses.”Moses.”

Acts 15:5 NIV

What were they trying to do?

They were trying to take what they knew and 
understood and make it apart of what Jesus was 
doing

This is our approach to God and Jesus is 
just added to it

The problem was Jesus didn't come to add to anything at 
all

Specifically, Jesus came to establish a new covenant, a 
new command, and a new movement. 
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His new movement would be international. 

The new covenant would fulfill and replace the 
behavioral, sacrifice-based systems reflected in just
about every religion of the ancient world. 

His new command would serve as the governing 
behavioral ethic for members of his new 
movement.

The issue was no one expected Jesus to architect 
something new. Just the opposite. 

IF you asked the Jews for their thoughts they 
would have said if he was indeed Messiah, his role 
was to extend something old. 

If he were a prophet, his task would be to shepherd
the nation back to the old ways. 

If he had been satisfied with the mantle of rabbi or 
teacher, his role would have been to clarify and 
apply the ancient words of Moses. 

To the Jews whichever role Jesus chose, new 
wasn’t part of the script. Improved? Perhaps. But 
not new.

And because people couldn't grasp that Jesus was starting 
something new they kept trying to mix in the old they 
knew and move into the new improved they thought Jesus 
was teaching
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The church got a hold of what Jesus was doing and began 
to run with it

and the first 300 years of the church saw peoples 
lives transformed with the message of Jesus

And it began with the meeting of the 
leaders

Peter stood up in the middle of the discussion and 
stated 

“After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed“After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed
them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago Godthem: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God

made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hearmade a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear
from my lips the message of the gospel and believe.from my lips the message of the gospel and believe.
God, who knows the heart, showed that he acceptedGod, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted

them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did tothem by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to
us.  us.  

He did not discriminate between us and them, for heHe did not discriminate between us and them, for he
purified their hearts by faith.  Now then, why do you trypurified their hearts by faith.  Now then, why do you try

to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoketo test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke
that neither we nor our ancestors have been able tothat neither we nor our ancestors have been able to

bear?  No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lordbear?  No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord
Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” 

Acts 15:7-11 NIV

And after that meeting the message of Jesus went out and 
people began to let go of what was old and simply follow 
Jesus

Paul and the leaders went back to Antioch with a 
letter from Jerusalem stating that you don't have to 
follow the law of Moses to be a follower of Christ 
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The problem is however that we began again and are still 
trying to mix the old and the new

There are a lot of holdouts and teachings we listen 
to and believe that are based not in what Jesus did 
but in the old law

The bible is made up of three main covenants

The covenant with Abraham
The covenant with Moses/Israel – Old Testament
The covenant of Jesus – New Testament

I used to think they were built on each other

God's promise to Abraham led us into Moses and 
then Jesus

The problem is Jesus never intended us to build anything 
on the old covenant

And yet there remains old covenant thinking in all 
of us

We are dragging along a litany of old covenant 
concepts and assumptions that slow us down, 
divide us up, and confuse those standing on the 
outside peering in.

I believe that it is the ways we try to blend 
the old and the new that makes our faith so 
resistable to those around us
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We are convinced that the world isn't 
interested in Jesus

When the reality is simply the world
isn't interested in what we offer

So what old covenant concepts are we holding on to

Old covenant leftovers explain why religious 
leaders feel it’s their responsibility to rail against 
the evils in society like an Old Testament prophet. 

It’s why our song lyrics are filled with invitations 
for God to fill our buildings. 

Self-righteousness and legalism usually stem from 
an imported approach to holiness. 

The justifications Christians have used since the 
fourth century to mistreat people find their roots in 
old covenant practices and values.

Look at the verses and promises we hold on to when we 
talk about what God wants to do and look at our society

What is the most commonly used promise 
Christians state when confronted with the evils in 
society  We say we need revival and quote

“If my people, who are called by my name, will“If my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turnhumble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,
and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

2 Chronicles 7:14
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Old covenant promise made to one nation at the 
inauguration of the temple by Solomon with no New 
covenant counterpart

How about the one that people are so commonly using

“If you do your part God will do His”

And if you faithfully obey the voice of the 
LORD God, ... blessed shall you be in the city, and 
blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be 
the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground
and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your 
herds and the young of your flock. Blessed shall be
your basket and your kneading bowl. Blessed shall 
you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be
when you go out. (Deut 28:1, 3–6; cf. 30:16)

It is these verses and others like them that are the 
root of the prosperity gospel

There are two types of covenant in scripture

bilateral and conditional suzerain treaty – I-will-as-
long-as-you-do covenant

God’s covenant with ancient Israel 
 This covenant was only with ancient Israel.
 
This covenant with Israel was temporary. 
Important, strategic, divinely ordained, but 
temporary.
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We hold onto the old because Jesus said “Do not think “Do not think 
that I have come to overturn or do away with the law or that I have come to overturn or do away with the law or 
the words of our prophets.” the words of our prophets.” Matthew 5:17

We often miss or miss understand the second half 
of the verse “To the contrary: I have not come to To the contrary: I have not come to 
overturn them but to fulfill them.”overturn them but to fulfill them.”

As a result we tend to give equal standing to the old and 
look to apply it to our lives today

Careless mixing and matching of old and new covenant 
values and imperatives make the current version of our 
faith unnecessarily resistible.

Much confusion, not to mention bad theology, 
stems from our proclivity to cherry-pick, edit, and 
apply portions of God’s covenant with Israel (or 
texts referencing God’s covenant with Israel).

I know because I have done this very thing in my own life

It is where we get the idea that if things are not 
going well in our lives it is because we have 
offended God somehow

Only recently have I begun to truly see what Jesus was 
trying to accomplish

Before I understood that we were not under the law but 
saved by grace

But thought that Jesus' message was built upon the 
foundation of the law
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This isn't at all true

God called Abraham and made a covenant with him that
was meant for all time for all people

“And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify[c]“And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify[c]
the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand tothe Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to

Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations beAbraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be
blessed.”  blessed.”  Galatians 3:8 ESV

God's promise could not be realized for many years 
because it required Jesus

So God began with Abraham what He wanted to do

But it would take several hundreds years for this to
happen

And in the mean time until Jesus could come God gave 
Israel a second covenant

Not one that would last for all time but one that 
would see them through until the time for the 
fulfillment of the promise

“Why, then, was the law given? It was given alongside“Why, then, was the law given? It was given alongside
the promise to show people their sins. But the law wasthe promise to show people their sins. But the law was
designed to last only until the coming of the child whodesigned to last only until the coming of the child who

was promised.” was promised.” Galatians 3:19 NLT

The covenant of Moses had an expiry date 

“Before the way of faith in Christ was available to us,“Before the way of faith in Christ was available to us,
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we were placed under guard by the law. We were kept inwe were placed under guard by the law. We were kept in
protective custody, so to speak, until the way of faith wasprotective custody, so to speak, until the way of faith was

revealed.revealed.

Let me put it another way. The law was our guardianLet me put it another way. The law was our guardian
until Christ came; it protected us until we could be madeuntil Christ came; it protected us until we could be made
right with God through faith. And now that the way ofright with God through faith. And now that the way of

faith has come, we no longer need the law as ourfaith has come, we no longer need the law as our
guardian.” guardian.” Galatians 3:23-25 NLT

The majority of what we now consider our Old Testament 
was meant not as a building block to where we are now 
but as a place holder to keep us until the promise could be 
fulfilled

Jesus didn't come to build upon the old but to 
launch something completely new that He had 
promised and talked about since Abraham

Lets come back to our two types of covenant

There is the bilateral Suzerain Treaty – I will as 
long as you do

The second is a Promissory Covenant

This covenant is unilateral and 
unconditional

one party made a pledge to another party 
and took full responsibility for fulfilling 
that promise.

What is interesting is both covenants to 
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Abraham and the New Testament are Promissory 
Covenants

Jesus came to launch something new. And as long as we 
blend the old with the new, we will miss the beauty and 
power of what Jesus gave his life to unleash in the world.

This was Paul's concern

 2 Corinthians 11:3 (NASB)

“But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his“But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his
craftiness, your minds will be led astray from thecraftiness, your minds will be led astray from the

simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”

The two covenants were not meant to go together and 
cannot be blended

So what do we need to do?

We need to recognize the tendency we have to try and mix
the old and the new

And we need to realize they won't mix but are as 
different as oil and water

We need to identify the areas we are trying to mix 

When we do we take the living water of Christ that
everyone is thirsting after and mix in the mud 
making it completely unappetizing

And we need to see that while the whole bible is equally 
inspired and authored by God
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It is not equally applicable 

We can solve so many issues that people have if we let go 
of our strangle hold of what we think is sacred and how 
things out to be

And go back to simply proclaiming the good news 
of Jesus

It isn't Jesus and the rules and regulations

It is simply Jesus and His deep love which sent 
Him to the cross to pay the penalty we could never 
pay and to open the door to relationship with Him

And who then rose again, the grave couldn't keep 
Him

So now there is hope that this isn't all there 
is

This isn't the end and the trials and 
tribulations are only temporary

But in all the trials there is a friend that sticks 
closer than a brother

Who sees us into and through everything we will 
go through

Especially the ones we don't understand 

The message of Jesus if life giving and freeing if we truly 
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get a hold of it and let go of all the things we think are 
important and want to try to add to the message

It truly is simply about Jesus and nothing more

And it is that message that people are looking for 
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