
It's the beginning of a new year and the start of a new 
season in our lives together

And it is a time where many people take a look at 
their lives and see where they are and where they 
thought they would be

Especially amoung Christians because this is 
where many evaluate where they think they are 
with God

Am I fulfilling the plan of God for me

And as Christians we look at some of our understandings 
and see that there are things we thought were true but we 
misunderstood them 

Like these kids when asked bible questions

In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, God got tired of 
creating the world, so he took the sabbath day off.

Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree.

Cain asked God, "Am I my brother's son?"

Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark.

Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire by 
night.

Elijah went for a cruise with a widow.

Samson was a strongman who let himself be led astray by 
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a Jezebel like Delilah.

Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the Apostles.

God asked Abraham to sacrifice Issac on Mount 
Montezuma.

Jacob, son of Issac, stole his brother's birthmark
.
One of Jacob's sons, Joseph, gave refuse to the Israelites.

Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where they made 
unleavened bread which is bread without any ingredients.

The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.
Afterwards, Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get the 
ten ammendments.

The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat 
the apple.

The fifth commandment is to humor thy father and 
mother.

The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit 
adultery.

Moses died before he ever reached Canada.

Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of Geritol.

The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his 
son to stand still and he obeyed him.
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David was a Hebrew king skilled at playing the liar.

He fought with the Finklesteins, a race of people who 
lived in Biblical times.

Solomon, one of David's sons, had 300 wives and 700 
porcupines.

When Mary heard that she was the mother of Jesus, she 
sang the Magna Carta.

When the three wise guys from the east side arrived, they 
found Jesus in the manager.

Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate 
contraption.

St. John, the blacksmith, dumped water on Jesus' head.

Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule, which says to do one to
others before they do one to you.

Jesus said if someone slaps you, you should turn and let 
him have another knock and the door shall be opened.

Jesus said you must love your neighbor even if you hate 
him.
.
Jesus stood up in the synagogue at Nazareth and read from
the Epistle to St. Paul.

Jesus cured Peter's mother-in-law when she was sick of a 
fever, and Peter swore and went out and wept bitterly.
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The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 
decibels.

The epistles were the wives of the apostles.

One of the opossums was St. Matthew who was also a taxi
man.

The natives of Macedonia did not believe, so Paul got 
stoned.

A Christian should have only one spouse. This is called 
monotony.

Paul preached holy acrimony, which is another name for 
marriage.
.
The climate is hottest next to the Creator.

Sometimes what you thought was truth as you grow you 
begin to discover isn't actually truth

It is simply how you understood it

Take prayer for example

How many of us understood prayer as taking 
your list of concerns to God

I have my morning prayer time and read my bible 
and I'm set

And God and you can nap during your time
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But as we learned last week prayer was meant to be so 
much more

It was meant to be a constant relational connection 
where you can hear from the heart of God and 
respond

This is true of many of the things in our Christian walk 
that we once thought were true

A few weeks ago we looked at the way we try to 
incorporate old covenant ideas into what Jesus is doing

And how many of our understanding of God come 
from our old covenant ideas 

Ideas like if I just do what I am supposed to then 
God is happy with me

Have my prayer time 
Pay my tithe
Don't sin

And if I don't then God is upset

Under the old covenant when you obeyed, you were 
blessed. When you disobeyed, you were punished. 

<Simpsons Clip>

Where as we have seen a couple weeks ago there are 
people all over the world under the new covenant, who are
obedient to God and still suffer. 
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And others who disobey, and the world applauds 
and they even prosper. 

We as Christians are bound up by thinking that draws its 
roots not from Jesus but from the Old Testament

How many times have you read the Psalms and 
prayed Lord don't take your Spirit from me?

Or thought that because God's presence 
wasn't tangible it was because you had done
something wrong

Or because God's voice was gone was 
because you had sinned

I know I have struggled with these thoughts 
throughout my walk with God

And yet Jesus stated “I am with you “I am with you 
always, even to the end of the world.”always, even to the end of the world.” 
Matthew 28:20 NLV

And the writer to the Hebrews wrote 

Hebrews 13:5-6 MSG

Don’t be obsessed with getting more material things. BeDon’t be obsessed with getting more material things. Be
relaxed with what you have. Since God assured us, “I’llrelaxed with what you have. Since God assured us, “I’ll
never let you down, never walk off and leave you,” wenever let you down, never walk off and leave you,” we

can boldly quote,can boldly quote,

God is there, ready to help;God is there, ready to help;
I’m fearless no matter what.I’m fearless no matter what.
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Who or what can get to me?”Who or what can get to me?”

And he also writes

Hebrews 4:16 NLT

“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious
God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will findGod. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find

grace to help us when we need it most.”grace to help us when we need it most.”

When do you need help most?  Probably when your 
struggling with sin or struggling with following God or 
doing your own thing

Two of the things that tend to cause us to withdraw
from God

And it is the things which we have taken from the old 
covenant and mixed with the new that make following 
God so difficult and unappealing

Something we have been trying to do all 
throughout history

And it is trying to do those very things that Jesus is talking
about when He says 

Matthew 9:16-17 NLT

 “Besides, who would patch old clothing with new cloth?“Besides, who would patch old clothing with new cloth?
For the new patch would shrink and rip away from theFor the new patch would shrink and rip away from the

old cloth, leaving an even bigger tear than before.old cloth, leaving an even bigger tear than before.
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 “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the
old skins would burst from the pressure, spilling theold skins would burst from the pressure, spilling the

wine and ruining the skins. New wine is stored in newwine and ruining the skins. New wine is stored in new
wineskins so that both are preserved.”wineskins so that both are preserved.”

You cannot mix the new and the old

Tonight I want to look at one of the ways that we tend to 
get the old mixed into the new the most often

And it is so subtle that we often miss it

When we try to work in the old and the new together we 
have a vertical approach to God

How is God feeling about me today

It is what we can call a vertical morality

as long as I'm not breaking a God rule, I am
good with God and God is good with me. It
is well with my soul. God is free to hear 
and, hopefully, answer my prayers.

In this way of thinking, God is personally offended
by certain behaviors because they are contrary to 
his nature, sensibilities, and holiness. 

While this is certainly true, it creates an eye-to-
the-sky or vertical mentality.

Vertical morality, assumes God’s primary concern is how 
our behavior affects him.
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So we do things like as the question  “is it a sin 
to...?”

The question isn't one of concern about 
how my behaviour affects God but how 
much can I get away with before God gets 
upset

This was the reason for all the rules the Pharisees 
had

Draw a line and if you cross it you have 
sinned and God is pissed

The more subtle approach we have isn't really how far can
I go before I sin but

How can I have a deeper experience with God

So we ask questions like

• How can I get closer to God?
• How can I know God more intimately? 
• How can I receive all God has for me?

They don't sound like bad questions at all

And they don't sound like they are rooted in old 
covenant thinking either

The problem with the question isn't the question itself
While seeking greater intimacy with God is a noble
pursuit, we would be less than honest if we didn’t 
admit that the intimacy sought is often for the 
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benefit of the seeker.

 People seeking a deeper experience are seeking 
something for themselves. 

Which is fine, except for the fact that folks looking
for a way to get closer to God can be just as self-
absorbed as those wondering how far they can go 
without going too far.

Old covenant thinking allows people to focus on how 
they are doing with God and little else

It's a version fueled by knowledge, insight, discipline, and 
personal experience. 

In the end, it was still pretty much about me. And  
the holier we get, the more intolerant and 
judgmental we tend to become. 

Whether one goes low and shallow or deep and 
high, both approaches are vertical in nature. Both 
are eye to the sky. And . . . surprise, surprise . . . 
both approaches are rooted in old covenant 
thinking. Both approaches are fueled by the 
tradition of mixing and matching old and new 
covenant texts and assumptions.

In the old covenant God’s message to Israel was: Keep 
your eyes on me and my commandments or else!

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have no
other gods before me. 

10 of  21



After a bit more elaboration on that theme, he 
concludes: . . . 

for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the parents to 
the third and fourth generation of those who hate 
me, but showing love to a thousand generations of 
those who love me and keep my commandments.

Deuteronomy 5:6,9

The old covenant had a purpose and God used it establish 
a nation

But it was temporary as we discussed last week

And if we keep a vertical focus we miss out on 
what Jesus was trying to do

Vertical morality will leave you wondering and 
vulnerable. It’ll have you guessing at answers to 
questions the Bible doesn’t directly answer. It 
leaves folks with sincere hearts longing for more 
and those with not-so-sincere hearts looking for 
ways to get by with less.

Vertical morality is far more concerned about how my 
behavior affectes my standing with God than I am about 
how my behavior affected anybody else. 

After all, the Bible says pleasing God is more important 
than pleasing people right.

Which leads us to conclude that if I sinned against 
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you, and asked God to forgive me, everything 
would be good between God and me even if things 
weren’t good between you and me.

 I can have a clear conscience with God while 
continuing to avoid you in the grocery store.

Jesus clearly taught a different message

And it was a revolutionary message during His life
here on earth

Because for the Jews who were listening 
the only people who really mattered to God 
were the Jews

 Matthew 5:43 MSG

“You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your“You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your
friend,’ and its unwritten companion, ‘Hate yourfriend,’ and its unwritten companion, ‘Hate your

enemy.’enemy.’

How you treat those outside the faith is unimportant as 
long as you look after those inside

Sound familiar?

Those who follow other gods or don't follow our rules are 
not God's people and we don't have to worry about them 

Which is why the Samaritans were treated the way 
they were

The Samaritans were outcasts and hated 
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because they did what the law of Moses 
said to never do – intermarry with the 
surrounding nations

They were no longer pure like the law 
required and they no longer were God's 
people

They didn't keep faithful to God's 
covenant and so God didn't have to 
be faithful

Jesus turned that idea on it's head

He continued His statement with something that 
rattled the Jews deeply

And continues to rattle people today

Matthew 5:44 MSG

 “But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you,”who persecute you,”

Jesus began to teach His followers that there wasn't just a 
vertical approach to God like they had thought

But there was also a horizontal element that was 
just as important

Like the Jews Jesus was teaching the church today has 
missed and struggled with this point

We still have a vertical approach to God
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And we miss completely the horizontal application
to what Jesus was trying to bring

In Matthew 22 the Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees 
are taking bets on which group could humiliate Jesus in 
public.

 The Pharisees went first. They sent a group of undercover
assailants to ask Jesus an IRS question. Jesus did a coin 
trick and sent ’em scrambling back to their handlers.  
Whose image is on the coin – give to Caesar what is 
Caesar's

The Sadducees were next. Their question was basically a 
riddle about a woman who married seven brothers, all of 
whom died, after which she died. All riddles end with a 
question. Theirs did as well: Who then would she be 
married to in heaven? 

It’s important to note the Sadducees didn’t even 
believe in heaven. The point of the riddle was to 
underscore the absurdity of an afterlife. 

Jesus smiled and told them they needed to go home
and read their Bibles; they didn’t know the first 
thing about their Scriptures.3 To prove it, he 
leveraged a verb tense from a passage in Genesis 
that left ’em speechless. 

“He is not the God of the dead but of the living!”“He is not the God of the dead but of the living!”

They too disappeared into the crowd. The crowd 
who no doubt cheered every time Jesus publicly 
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humiliated their hypocritical, graceless, merciless, 
overpaid religious leaders.

 By then, the Pharisees had regrouped and 
reloaded. This time they sent a lawyer. Matthew 
was taking notes: Hearing that Jesus had silenced 
the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of 
them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question:

Matthew 22:36 NLV

“Teacher, which one is the greatest of the Laws?” “Teacher, which one is the greatest of the Laws?” 

And Jesus answered his question

Matthew 22:37 NLV

“Jesus said to him, “‘You must love the Lord your God “Jesus said to him, “‘You must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’ your mind.’ 

Now we will never know where this lawyer was going 
with his question

Possibly it was to ask How do you love God like 
that

Because to the Jew you loved God by keeping His 
commandments

Jesus even stated if you love Me you will 
obey Me
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For a Jew you demonstrated your love for God by 
following the rules

And Christians have not departed from this 
mindset

Keep God’s laws and you keep God happy. 
If God’s happy, everybody’s happy. Even 
mama.

This lawyer could have been getting ready to trap Jesus 
because Jesus was doing away with all the rules

Things like the Sabbath

Do no work on the Sabbath was Jewish law

Jesus stated the Sabbath was created for 
men not men for the Sabbath

But Jesus never gave him a chance to ask his followup 
question

Jesus continued  Matthew 22:38-39 NLV

“This is the first and greatest of the Laws.  The “This is the first and greatest of the Laws.  The 
second is like it, ‘You must love your neighbor as second is like it, ‘You must love your neighbor as 
you love yourself.’”you love yourself.’”

Now we all know these verses

And we don't really like the implications of them 

Most of us would say 'but have you met my
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neighbour?'

But I think we as Christians have missed what Jesus was 
really trying to say

Otherwise we wouldn't have the reputation as the 
only army that shoots it's wounded

Jesus brought into our relationship with God not just the 
vertical but also the horizontal and He did it in such a way
that we miss it's importance

Something I had never seen before

And I'm guessing maybe we all missed it

We have been taught that this is the greatest 
commandment to love God

And the great commandment to love your 
neighbour

But Jesus didn't intend for their to be any difference

Because He said a little phrase that we all miss 
the importance of

“The second is like it”“The second is like it”

 “A second is equally important:” NLT “A second is equally important:” NLT

Jesus never intended us to remain with a vertical approach
to God
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But in this one instance He equates our relationship
with those around us as equal importance to our 
relationship to God

The second commandment was not second in value
but only in sequence

The command that comes second in the sequence 
of commands was equally as great or important as 
the first one. It was “like it” in magnitude and 
significance. 

If you had asked first-century Jews what it looked like to 
love God, they would say the same thing we would, 
“Obey his commands.” 

Jesus suggested a new answer. “Love your neighbor.” His 
point was unmistakable. 

Love for God was best demonstrated and 
authenticated by loving one’s neighbor.

anyone who mistreated a neighbor didn’t love God. 
Vertical love for God was to be manifested through one’s 
horizontal love for their neighbors.  

Jesus further underscored this when He said in probably 
my least favourite verse in scripture

Because the implication is simple and concise but 
the action required is not easy and there is no way 
to circumvent it
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Matthew 5:23-24 MSG

“This is how I want you to conduct yourself in “This is how I want you to conduct yourself in 
these matters. If you enter your place of worship these matters. If you enter your place of worship 
and, about to make an offering, you suddenly and, about to make an offering, you suddenly 
remember a grudge a friend has against you, remember a grudge a friend has against you, 
abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to 
this friend and make things right. Then and only this friend and make things right. Then and only 
then, come back and work things out with God.”then, come back and work things out with God.”

The implications for the Jews was just as difficult to 
understand as it is for us today

The Jew was required to come to the temple once a
year to offer sacrifices to atone for their sins

And it didn't matter where in the world you were 
you were required to come if you wanted God to 
be please with you

Jews had to go to church to be right with 
God

But Jesus was saying in this verse that your being right 
with your neighbor was seriously important and had a 
direct bearing on your being right with God

I have seen it many times where God has begun to move 
powerfully in the lives of believers and everyone is 
excited about what God is doing until God begins to deal 
with the horizontal relationships we have

Get right with each other
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And when we refuse the move of God stops

This is something the early church got a hold of and one 
of the reasons they changed the world

Because they understood that the vertical 
relationship with God is equally important as the 
horizontal relationship with each other and you 
could not have one without the other

And the religion of the Pharisees that no one wanted was 
simply about following the rules so God would be happy 
with you regardless of how you treated each other

Jesus came to introduce something completely new into 
the world

And we have tended to mix it up because it 
becomes a whole lot easier if you can just follow 
the rules and God is happy

It may be a lot more complicated but it is a 
lot more comfortable

Where what Jesus was doing was ever so much more 
simple, but infinitely more demanding

But this message is so transforming that people the world 
over all throughout history have fought against it

Love God and love people and the world will change

And we can do that because of what Jesus has done for us
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We love, because He loves

And we are transformed and pass that love on

Touch God and then reach people

It is this message that is changing peoples lives the world 
over regardless of where they are at in life and where they 
end up

And all of that change stops when our relationship 
with God becomes vertical again

Touch the heart of God and receive His love for you

And reach people with that love

Without all the rules and all the expectations and 
requirements

Simply let God love you,  love God in return and love 
your neighbours and change the world

That is the message we have to offer the world because 
the Christian faith is not just about you but the you beside 
you
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