
Christian?Christian?

It is a term that has come to mean a great many things 
today

Depending on who you talk to 

If you were to stop 100 people and as them to 
define a Christian you would get 100 different 
answers

I searched google and there are over 3 
billion hits to the question What is a 
Christian?

What does it mean to be Christian?

Even we have trouble defining our own word

And that is because it is never really defined for us

Christian is not used to describe us 
biblically

The word Christian is only found a few times in 
scripture

Luke first writes about the use of the term in Acts 11

Acts 11:26 ESV
When he found him, he brought him back to Antioch.When he found him, he brought him back to Antioch.
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For a whole year they met with the church and taught aFor a whole year they met with the church and taught a
great many people. And in Antioch the disciples weregreat many people. And in Antioch the disciples were

first called Christians. first called Christians. 

And it is used by those outside looking in

In the same way we use the term geek, 
nerd, loser, redneck, deadhead

Terms or labels given in a derogatory way used to 
describe a  group of people that we don't like or 
agree with

Terms from people who don't agree with 
and don't understand what you believe or 
why you do what you do and have little to 
no interest in finding out

So there is no clear definition of what Christian means 
because it wasn't our word

Tacitus, an early Roman historian,  records the use of the 
term as well around 64AD

Emperor Nero, it is rumored, decided he wanted to 
rebuild Rome and to avoid the senate discussions 
he ordered Rome be burnt.

And to satisfy the conspiracy theorists he placed 
the blame for the fire on the Christians

Tacitus writes;
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But all human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the 
emperor, and the propitiations of the gods, did not 
banish the sinister belief that the conflagration was 
the result of an order.

 Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero 
fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite 
tortures on a class hated for their abominations, 
called "Christians" by the populace.

The Christians, much like the Jews, were not well liked
and were charged with hatred of the human race 

The Christians are also suspected of what the Romans
classify as abominations — typically rumors about sexual
immorality and “eating and drinking the body and blood

of their god.” 

These texts reflect the Roman concern with the appeal and
popularity of the movement. They see it as spreading like
a contagious disease among the naive and foolish classes.

Most of all, at least in the estimation of Pliny the Younger,
who is an “ambassador at large” for the Emperor Trajan,

the Christians are guilty of obstinacy in that even when
they are offered a generous pardon for their participation
in the cult of Christianity they refuse to recant or budge

from their stubbornness.

The term we use to define ourselves didn't become 
popular until Constantine when he declare Christianity to 
be the faith of the empire and suddenly it was popular to 
be Christian and to be on the emperor's good side and to 
acquire all the benefits from it you became Christian.
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The word we use to describe ourselves never really
became clearly defined so you can use it to define 
yourself any way you want to

Christian can mean anything from the simplest form “I 
went to church as a kid” to anything else you want

You can weaponize it and use it to attack anyone 
who doesn't believe the same as you

Some the the worst atrocities were 
committed by “Christians” during the 
crusades

It continues today with people attacking 
others in society and protesting anything 
they disagree with going to any lengths 
they deem necessary

People who shot abortion doctors

Or who blew up abortion clinics

Christian is a term that can mean anything from empty 
meaningless my family went to church

To militant hardliner holding society to account 

and everything in between

Even those outside Christianity can't agree on what it 
means
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Some who are completely opposed to it define it 
as;

Christians; Judgemental, homophobic moralists 
who think they are the only ones going to heaven 
and who secretly relish in the fact that everyone 
else is going to hell.

Which causes many people to be silent about Christianity 
because they don't want to be labeled like that

And many others oppose us because they think we 
are all like that

Unfortunately there are  many that are

So this leaves a extremely large area for misunderstanding
and misrepresentation

And many people who claim to be Christians have 
no idea what the leader of our faith was like or 
what He taught

And the same goes for most who oppose 
our faith

They have opinions about various bible verses, 
stories and teachings they have heard through 
which they formulate a completely false idea of 
Christianity

Or they have experienced people who claim
to be Christians who have left them not 
wanting to be around us
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And we all get the same label

What is amazing to me is when you look at the life of 
Jesus people wanted to be around Him

People were drawn to Him, and still are

They may not always want or like what He 
taught, neither do we

But they were and are drawn to Him

The reason that there are so many opinions, camps, cults, 
denominations, and Christians should and Christians 
shouldn't in our world today is the fact that there is no 
definition for Christian in scripture

The New Testament says nothing about what it 
means to be Christian.

The term was adopted by us and isn't a biblical term

There is a term for us however in Scripture

A term that is very clearly defined and laid out for 
us

And one that people who chose to follow Christ 
used all the time

The early church did not call themselves Christians but 
Disciples
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Look at our scripture once again

Acts 11:26 ESV
When he found him, he brought him back to Antioch.When he found him, he brought him back to Antioch.

For a whole year they met with the church and taught aFor a whole year they met with the church and taught a
great many people. And in Antioch the disciples weregreat many people. And in Antioch the disciples were

first called Christians. first called Christians. 

Disciple is a very uncomfortable word for everyone

Because there is no misrepresenting or 
misunderstanding what is is or means

You can go to Scripture and clearly understand 
from Jesus exactly what it means to be a disciple

There are a few other words we use instead of disciple but 
they mean the same thing

Words like;
▪ Adherent
▪ Apprentice
▪ Follower
▪ Learner
▪ Pupil

All of them mean the same thing

The question we have to answer is are we 
disciples?

When you look at Jesus and His disciples there is a clear 
definition of what it meant to be a disciple and clear 
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examples of what it looked like

A disciple looks to someone else to give them 
direction on how to live their life

A disciple says I am trying to make a decision, and 
asks the one they are following “how would you 
handle this and then I will do the same”

I'm trying to respond to a situation, how would you
respond to the situation, and I will respond the 
same

Where are you going, that is where I will go

What are you going to do, that is what I will do

How do you react, how do you manage your life, 
how do you do relationships and I will do the same

A disciple looks to someone to give them direction on 
how to live their life and before the direction is given, the 
answer is yes

What would our world look like if we simply and 
truly became disciples of Jesus

If we acted like, talked like, walked like, 
looked like and tasted like Jesus

It wouldn't make us popular 

It never has
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But how would our world and lives change

Now the problem we have with being disciples is the very 
fact that there is a very clear definition

And the one we are choosing to follow is also very 
clear

Jesus didn't really hide any part of what it meant to
be one of His disciples

Which is probably the biggest hurdle to becoming one

Answering the call to be a disciple messes with our
comfort zone

Our responses and direction for life are 
determined by the one we are following

And the things we are asked to do could be very 
difficult

And often are

Paul completely understood what it meant to be a disciple 
of Jesus

He wrote in Philippians 3:10 NLV

“that I may know him and the power of his “that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrectionresurrection

Sounds great so far
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I prayed that very thing many years ago and
it is the one regret I have

Let me have the relationship Jesus had with
you

And God responded “are you 
willing to pay the cost?”  and I 
chickened out

“that I may know him and the power of his “that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, becoming like him in his death, 

North America has a big issue with the second part of that 
verse and yet it is clearly a part of being a disciple

We would much rather claim the blessings and the 
prosperity and health

Latch onto all the things which build us up and 
make us feel good

But that is being a Christian not a Disciple

That is taking what you like and throwing 
away the rest

Jesus Himself stated in John 15:20-21 NLV

 “Remember I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than “Remember I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than
his owner.’ If they made it very hard for Me, they willhis owner.’ If they made it very hard for Me, they will

make it very hard for you also. If they obeyed Mymake it very hard for you also. If they obeyed My
teachings, they will obey your teachings also. 21 Theyteachings, they will obey your teachings also. 21 They
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will do all these things to you because you belong to Me.will do all these things to you because you belong to Me.
They do not know My Father Who sent Me”They do not know My Father Who sent Me”

I was blown away by the fact that the persecuted church in
the video last week saw suffering as part and parcel with 
following Jesus

It is just included in the deal

And here if we have difficulties we can tend to 
wander away.  “It mustn't be God”

Being a disciple means we won't be comfortable

It also means we are going to be challenged

Living like Jesus did means we are going to find 
ourselves in situations where we are completely in 
over our head

We love to say where God calls, God provides

And it is a very true statement

But we say it with warm feelings

Like we can see what we are getting into 
and God is right there ready to catch us

And oh what fun

And He is right there immediately ready to catch 
us and demonstrate who He is
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But is feels a lot more like this

We can see what we are getting into and it doesn't 
look good

And God doesn't seem to be there, at least not that 
we can see

But the call to jump is still there and the 
promise to catch you is still there you just 
cannot see everything 

Because we act in faith believing without always 
seeing

And the catch isn't always right as we jump,
but somewhere lower down

And the free-fall feeling can be 
intense

No backup, no lifeline, no parachute

The only thing to hold onto is a 
promise and the character of the one
who made the promise

The miss givings we have about being disciples are not 
new

And they are not unique to us

Everyone who has made the choice to follow has 
struggled with them 
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Even Jesus struggled with them while He was here

Jesus stood at the cliff side readying 
Himself to jump and prayed “if there is any 
other way God let it be.  I don't want to go 
through with this.”

“Going a little ahead, he fell to the ground and prayed“Going a little ahead, he fell to the ground and prayed
for a way out: “Papa, Father, you can—can’t you?—getfor a way out: “Papa, Father, you can—can’t you?—get

me out of this. Take this cup away from me.” me out of this. Take this cup away from me.”  
Mark 14:36 MSG

The life God is calling us into, to be Disciples is one that 
is going to challenge us in every way and going to push us
past where we are comfortable and in more than just our 
comfort zone

But it is worth it 

Hudson Taylor was confronted with a decision like
this early on in his ministry

He felt called to China and began to prepare 
himself for what he was going to find and the 
lifestyle he was going to have to live

One day he was called to minister to a young man and his 
family and seeing the terrible conditions they lived in his 
heart went out to them 

He wanted to help them and knew God was asking 
him to
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The problem was he didn't have any change

He hadn't made it to the bank yet to deposit 
his pay and all he had was one large bill, 
his whole months salary that he needed to 
live on

He wrestled with himself saying if only I 
had change I would help.  I can't give away 
my whole salary

After praying for the man and his family he left 
and his insides churned within him knowing he 
was supposed to help but not seeing how.

After a few minutes he turned back and placed into
the hands of this young man his whole months 
salary

He determined to live as a disciple not just 
a Christian, and he followed the lead of the 
one he was called to follow

Without knowing how he was going to 
meet his own needs

The next day a letter came in the mail, with money 
inside which covered his salary that month

He learned to jump before seeing or 
knowing what was going to happen

And his influence is still felt to this day hundreds 
of years later
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Jesus stated that being disciples was going to be costly, 
but worth every cent but each of us has to decide whether 
or not to buy in

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man
discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid itdiscovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it

again and sold everything he owned to get enoughagain and sold everything he owned to get enough
money to buy the field.money to buy the field.

“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on
the lookout for choice pearls.  When he discovered athe lookout for choice pearls.  When he discovered a
pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned andpearl of great value, he sold everything he owned and

bought it!”bought it!”
Matthew 13:44-46 NLT

We have to option to be Christians only if we choose to

Determining for ourselves what we are 
comfortable doing and defining for ourselves what 
“faith” is for us

Or we can choose to follow and buy in no matter 
what and live the life God calls us to

To respond like Jesus did “Take this cup away “Take this cup away 
from me. But please, not what I want—what do from me. But please, not what I want—what do 
you want?”  you want?”  Mark 14:36 MSG

Everyone of us has to decide to answer the call.  Do I stay 
wear I am comfortable and can determine what I believe 
or do I make the jump and see where Jesus takes me.

<Give Me Jesus>
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