
When Jesus planned the church what was it He had in 
mind? 

Have you ever read Matthew 16:18 where Jesus 
said “I will build my church...” and looked at what we 
currently see church as and wondered is this what Jesus 
envisioned? 

And when you look at the church today 

Even our church 

Thought to yourself over the years that this can't be
all there is

What did Jesus have in mind when He planned His 
church?

In order to understand what Jesus wanted to accomplish 
we need to look at where He was trying to bring us from

And there are two models of what we call church 
in history

There is the one Jesus is building

And the temple model

The temple model is built around the idea that there is a 
method or ritual to encountering God

Everywhere you go around the world there are 
temple models of worship 
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Temple worship was not something that was invented by 
Israel and God

It spans history around the whole world

Every culture from the simplest and most ancient 
to today had temples

And the temple model of worship was based on four 
things

They had a sacred place to worship

And they had sacred men who guided that worship

People who instructed them on behalf of God

There were sacred writings

Which usually needed sacred men to 
interpret

And then you had sincere people who followed

People who simply wanted to connect with God 
and were directed by those who seemed to know 
better

Now this temple model was not at all what God wanted

When you read in Genesis there were no temples 
where Abraham, Isaac and Jacob went to meet with
God

2 of  13



There were no sacred writings, that we know of

And the men leading were not sacred

They were just like us trying to 
live life and know God

And they deeply knew God

Moses and Israel step into time and the temple reappears

In Exodus God calls Israel to come up the mountain to 
meet with Him

And Israel said no speak to Moses and he will 
speak to us

And then the temple appears in our history

God took what the people knew and related to and began 
to work to reach men

So you once again had a sacred place

The Tabernacle of Moses

You had sacred writings

10 Commandments

You had sacred men

Moses and the priests
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And you had the rest of us followers

And then Jesus enters the scene and reintroduces His 
model of church

Jesus wasn't trying to reformat our way of doing things

He was building something completely 
different and foreign to our way of thinking

We understand following a ritual and a rule which 
makes you ok with God

He was building with a new covenant

Where sacrifices were ended as He was the final 
sacrifice

He didn't have any sacred places because His people were 
sacred

“Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is“Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is
coming when it will no longer matter whether youcoming when it will no longer matter whether you

worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem.worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem.
You Samaritans know very little about the one youYou Samaritans know very little about the one you

worship, while we Jews know all about him, forworship, while we Jews know all about him, for
salvation comes through the Jews.  But the time issalvation comes through the Jews.  But the time is

coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshiperscoming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. Thewill worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The

Father is looking for those who will worship him thatFather is looking for those who will worship him that
way.”way.” John 4:21-23 NLT

And Paul continued this thought when he wrote in 1
Corinthians 6:19 MSG “didn’t you realize that your body“didn’t you realize that your body
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is a sacred place, the place of the Holy Spirit.”is a sacred place, the place of the Holy Spirit.”

For hundreds of years after Jesus 

Hundreds of people died for their faith at the hands
of governments for 300 years the church was 
heavily persecuted 

And hundreds more willingly walked into 
situations knowing it would mean their probable 
death 

Like walking into plague ridden cities to 
comfort and care for those who were dying 

And they didn't have buildings to meet in

They had no formal worship patterns

And didn't have a rule book to follow

They had no scriptures

Other than the Jews who had the Old 
Testament

Our bible didn't get put together until 
Constantine

All that was available was look letters 
circulating around

And yet Christians made significant and lasting changes to
society and impacted the world 
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Because the model Jesus is building is different from what
we have always done

And when you read early church history and the 
accounts from those outside the church they say 
the Christians were marked by two things

There was no fear of death

Their eternity was secure

And they loved people

Even when it cost them their lives

This was the same thing Jesus said we would be 
known for 

“This is how everyone will recognize that you are my“This is how everyone will recognize that you are my
disciples—when they see the love you have for eachdisciples—when they see the love you have for each

other.” other.” John 13:35 MSG

The temple model is about following the rules

Doing what you have to do to get God's approval

And Christians today still follow this model

The temple system at it's core has a  problem

Because the temple system is a  system of believing and
doing that gets God to like me and makes me ok with Him

In the temple model of believing you are the central focus 
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What must I do to be ok with God 

What do I need to  do or say to make sure God is 
not unhappy with me 

What sacrifices must I do, what behaviours must I 
have or get rid of, 

And because the temple model is based on rules and habits
it always leads to loop holes

How much should I give  -  How much is to little

How far can I go before it actually becomes sin 

I don't want to change my behaviours but I 
don't want God mad at me either so where 
is the line

All of us have been guilty of doing these things

If you ever feel guilty about missing your quiet 
time and your bible you fit the temple model

If you feel worse about missing church that 
about the way you treated your neighbour 
you are in the temple model

If you have ever torn someone down 
because they believed differently than you 
– Temple model

If you have argued over the correct 
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interpretation of a scripture – baptize in the 
name of Jesus vs Father Son and Holy 
Spirit 

'Is that what God meant when He wrote ...'

Well that's your interpretation

-Temple Model

This is not what Jesus came to build

In the model Jesus is building, as someone said, we 
work from Acceptance and not for Acceptance

We are approved we are not trying to be approved

Scripture states it like this
“Christ never sinned but God put our sin on Him.“Christ never sinned but God put our sin on Him.
Then we are made right with God because of whatThen we are made right with God because of what

Christ has done for us.” Christ has done for us.” 1Corinthians 5:21 NLV

Another version says “in Him we might embody the veryin Him we might embody the very
righteousness of God.”righteousness of God.” Voice

So we don't have anyone to work for 

As Christians we are to be working with 

We are not trying to get God to do something we 
are working with God to accomplish His purposes

And it is no longer about following the rules
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Paul wrote in 2Corinthians 3:6 “He has enabled us toHe has enabled us to
be ministers of his new covenant. This is a covenant notbe ministers of his new covenant. This is a covenant not

of written laws, but of the Spirit. The old writtenof written laws, but of the Spirit. The old written
covenant ends in death; but under the new covenant, thecovenant ends in death; but under the new covenant, the

Spirit gives life.” Spirit gives life.” NLT

And Jesus simplified it all when He said that He was 
giving us one command to follow

Gone are the rules and duties and rituals

Jesus said “So I give you a new command: So I give you a new command: 
Love each other deeply and fully. Remember the Love each other deeply and fully. Remember the 
ways that I have loved you, and demonstrate yourways that I have loved you, and demonstrate your
love for others in those same ways” love for others in those same ways” John 13:34 
Voice

Jesus wasn't the only one who said this.  Paul wrote that 
this was what was truly important for us to do

“For in Christ, neither our most conscientious“For in Christ, neither our most conscientious
religion nor disregard of religion amounts to anything.religion nor disregard of religion amounts to anything.

What matters is something far more interior: faithWhat matters is something far more interior: faith
expressed in love..” expressed in love..” Galatians 5:6 Voice

Another version says “The only thing that counts is faith“The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.” expressing itself through love.” NIV

How would our world change if we followed this simple 
path

Yes I said simple, I didn't say easy

Following Jesus' method has a lot less to remember
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but it is far more demanding

Which is why we gravitate to the temple 
method

And Jesus' method leaves no loop holes

There isn't a 'good enough' clause

There is no loop hole in answering the question “What 
does love require of me?” in every situation we face

The temple model is focused on me and I

What's in it for me and keeps God happy with me

And it always gravitates to rituals and rules

The Jesus model is focused on the you beside you

When you do it Jesus' way you are no longer the 
focus

Because you are already right with God

Following Jesus is an invitation to leave behind what is all
about you and to embrace what is all about you beside you

We are invited to love people the way God loved 
them 

And in doing this Jesus said we would 
fulfill all of the commands of scripture 
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Why should you tell the truth? - temple – text sells tell the 
truth – Jesus – you hurt the people you lie to, and your 
covering yourself at someone else's expense, 

what is right for you is second best to what is best 
for me.  Temple Model

Tell the truth because you love people - Jesus

Why be generous? - not to be blessed if we give God will 
give – Temple

Jesus – when you are generous it helps the people 
your generous to

Why shouldn't you gossip – temple it's in the bible 

Jesus – it hurts someone else and undermines them
in the eyes of others, it elevates you at someone 
else's expense

You cannot love your neighbour and gossip, be 
stingy, and lie

Why shouldn't you pressure someone into sex, or why 
wait to be married – Temple bible says so

Jesus when you pressure someone into something 
you create regret for someone to benefit yourself.  
It is love yourself at the expense of your neighbour

You do something wrong and prayed for God to forgive
temple – God is good with you again
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Jesus says - you think your good to go but they are 
not good to go because of you

God says you and I are alright, but you and 
they are not – make it right 

Because it isn't about you, it is about the you 
beside you

What Jesus is building is a complete departure from what 
we understand and have tried to build for centuries

And occasionally we get it right and our world 
changes

And then we gravitate back and begin again
to merge the temple model with Jesus

Our focus needs to again change to love God, love people

It is how the church began

We have the cross because Jesus answered the question 
'What Does Love Require Of Me?'

Imagine what would happen if every part of your 
life went through the same filter 

'What Does Love Require Of Me?'

How many people would you share the gospel with

Because it is no longer an obligation and a 
script that you need to tell people
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But it is a concern for their eternity 
and your love for them can be 
demonstrated so they can see the 
love God has for them

In some way sharing what 
God has done for you so they
can see what God could do 
for them

'What Does Love Require Of Me?'
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