


In May 1855, an eighteen-year-old boy went to the 
deacons of achurch in Boston. He had been raised in a 
Unitarian church, in almost total ignorance of the gospel, 
but when he had moved to Boston to make his fortune, he 
began to attend a Bible-preaching church. 

Then, in April of 1855, his Sunday school teacher had 
come into the store where he was working and simply and 
persuasively shared the Gospel and urged the young man 
to trust in the Lord Jesus. He did, and now he was 
applying to join the church. 

One fact quickly became obvious. This young man was 
almost totally ignorant of biblical truth. One of the 
deacons asked him, "Son, what has Christ done for us all--
for you----which entitles him to our love?" His response 
was, "I don't know. I think Christ has done a great deal for 
us, but I don't think of anything in particular that I know 
of."

Hardly an impressive start. Years later his Sunday school 
teacher said of him: "I can truly say that I have seen few 
persons whose minds were spiritually darker than was his 
when he came into my Sunday school class. I think the 
committee of the church seldom met an applicant for 
membership who seemed more unlikely ever to become a 
Christian of clear and decided views of gospel truth, still 
less to fill any space of public or extended usefulness."

 Nothing happened very quickly to change their minds. 
The deacons decided to put him on a year-long instruction 
program to teach him basic Christian truths. Perhaps they 
wanted to work on some of his other rough spots as well.
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Not only was he ignorant of spiritual truths, he was only 
barely literate, and his spoken grammar was atrocious. 
The year-long probation did not help very much. 

At his second interview, there was only a minimal 
improvement in the quality of his answers, but since it was
obvious that he was a sincere and committed (if ignorant) 
Christian, they accepted him as a church member. Over 
the next years, many people looked at that young man and 
were convinced that God would never use a person like 
that.

A lot of people wrote off this young man because of his 
limitations

And we have all experienced the same thing in our 
lives at times

Worse we have written ourselves off 

Each one of us has felt at times like we were not up to the 
task, unqualified, and unable to do things that we were 
asked to do naturally

Let alone what God asks of us.

The reasons for this can be many

Maybe it was things that were spoken to us 
as we were growing up

You'll never amount to anything

Maybe it is all the times we have tried to do
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things and failed.

Maybe it is all the times people said we 
couldn't do something

If your feeling ill prepare and under qualified you are in 
good company

Everyone has felt this at times

And everyone God ever used was physically 
unqualified for the task He called them to

Isaac was a day dreamer, 
Jacob was a cheater, 
Peter had a temper and denied Christ, 
David had an affair and tried to cover it up with 
murder, 
Noah got drunk. 
Elisha was suicidal, 
Jonah ran from God, 
Paul was a murderer and was way too religious.
Timothy had too many ulcers, 
Gideon was insecure, 
Miriam was a gossiper, 
Martha was a worrier, 
Thomas was a doubter, 
Sara was impatient, 
Elijah was moody,
Rehab was a prostitute, 
Samson – he liked prostitutes. 
Isaiah preached naked for three years, 
John the Baptist ate bugs and had second thoughts 
about the very Messiah he baptized.
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Jeremiah was way too emotional, 
Moses stuttered, 
Zacchaeus was too short, 
Abraham was old 
and Lazarus was dead. 

All through scripture there are a great many men and 
women that God used powerfully that were completely 
inadequate to the task at hand.

And God still used them

Feeling like your not enough is normal

It is what you do with those feelings that makes the
difference

There are a great many excuses used by people for not 
doing what God wants them to.

I have even used several of them over the years.

I'm to old – too young
I'm to messed up
No one will listen to me 
I've made to many mistakes – I'm not good 
enough
I've let to much time pass – It's to late
I don't have enough money
I am too busy
I am to quiet
No one wants to hear what I think
What will people think or say
What if it doesn't work
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I can't do that
I'm to scared
I don't know what I'm doing – how to do 
that

We think we lack the courage, the strength, the 
wisdom, the money, the experience, the education, 
the organization, the backing.

The limitations we place on ourselves are endless

A person who focuses on their limitations will never rise 
above them

If you only stand at the base of the wall looking up 
saying it is to high

you will never look for the door that may 
be right beside you

And as a result of the limits we place on ourselves 
we limit what God can do in and through us

What limits have you placed on following the plans of 
God for you?

What excuses have you chosen to listen to?

Everyone of us has them

And all our excuses will keep us from 
becoming the church that Jesus is building

I have been thinking of a few of my own excuses recently 
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as I worked through some of what God is calling me into 
personally

I have many limitations in my life – no revelation 
there

And some have stood between me and what God 
wants for me

And as I was thinking through what God was 
calling me into in this season of my life I began to 
experience some of them again

And as I was reading my bible I came across a verse 
which really spoke to my heart and it is where I want to go
tonight

If you want to follow in your version it is found in 
2Corinthians 3:6

What I am going to share tonight is not a new revelation

In fact many of us have heard it before I'm sure

But I believe it is what God is speaking to His people as 
He brings us into His plans for us

Because all of us have the option to limit ourselves
and as a result limit God if we desire to

Limitations are a fact of life and are everywhere around us

The place we live
The jobs we have
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The families we are raising
The schedule we keep
Our personality
Our character
Our finances

But the limitations shouldn't keep us from 
walking into the purposes of God for us

We say we serve a God of the impossible

Do we live like He is?

Over the years one of the struggles in my own life is the 
feeling of being ready or capable of the task at hand

And it is for many people

I don't know enough – don't know how
I'm not ready
I'm not qualified

And there have been many times in my life where I
have felt like I was in over my head 

Wondering if I was able to do the things He
was calling me to

God began to deal with me in this regard as 
I read our scripture for tonight

2 Corinthians 3:6  Voice
“Now God has equipped us to be capable servants of“Now God has equipped us to be capable servants of
the new covenant, not by authority of the written lawthe new covenant, not by authority of the written law
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which only brings death, but by the Spirit who bringswhich only brings death, but by the Spirit who brings
life.”life.”

By the Spirit who brings life God has equipped us to be 
capable servants

Another version says ““who has made us who has made us 
sufficientsufficient””

In Christ we have all that we need to be ministers of the 
new covenant which Jesus signed and provided for on the 
cross and through the resurrection.

We don't have to worry about what we don't have 
because in Jesus we have everything

Because He has made us sufficient and capable

The greek word we get capable from is hikanoo – to make 
sufficient, render fit; to equip one with adequate power to 
perform duties of; to enable, or to qualify

There is no unqualified people in God's kingdom 
because He qualifies us for the tasks He calls us to

And it is done not by following a program 
but by living out a life giving relationship 
with Him and following His lead

God has equipped us so that we are sufficient and 
qualified for the task with adequate power to 
perform the duties He calls us to

Peter wrote something similar 
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 2 Peter 1:3-4The Message (MSG)
“Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has “Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has 
been miraculously given to us by getting to know, been miraculously given to us by getting to know, 
personally and intimately, the One who invited us to personally and intimately, the One who invited us to 
God. The best invitation we ever received!”God. The best invitation we ever received!”

So what is holding you back?

It is a question I have been asking myself

If God has qualified me than what is stopping me – or If God has qualified me than what is stopping me – or 
you?you?

Lets go back to our young man

humanly speaking, he was a very inadequate man. 
One of nine children, his father died when he was 
four. He had little formal education. All his life his 
grammar was atrocious. What little religious 
education he received as a child was in a Unitarian 
church. At 17, he left home to work in a Boston 
shoe store. There, a Sunday School teacher called 
on him and presented the claims of Christ. In the 
back of that store, Moody trusted the Savior.

He applied to join a church, but they turned him 
down and kept him waiting ten months because he 
was so ignorant of the Bible. He moved to Chicago
where, after work, he began to go out into the 
slums and gather the poor children to bring to 
Sunday School. 

A businessman shared about the first time he met 
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our young man.  He had gotten permission to hold 
a meeting in a little shanty that a saloon keeper had
abandoned. The businessman came in a little late 
and saw this heavyset man holding a small black 
boy in his arms. By the light of a few candles he 
was trying to read to him the story of the prodigal 
son. He couldn’t make out many of the words and 
had to skip them.   The businessman thought, “If 
the Lord can use such an instrument as that for His 
honor and glory, it will certainly astonish me!”

Here was a young man full of limitations and yet he was 
working to do what God called him and all of us to do

“Go into all the world and make disciples”

Limitations are what we allow ourselves to be placed 
under

Everyone of us has things in our life which we feel
remove us from the possibility of doing great 
things for God

But God didn't call the qualified.

God is not searching the world for people 
who have it all together and are ready to 
jump in fully trained for every eventuality.

God is actually seeking after those who are not qualified 
by man's standards

Just look at all the men whom He chose in 
scripture
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Paul wrote of this to the church in Corinth and said

“Take a good look, friends, at who you were when you“Take a good look, friends, at who you were when you
got called into this life. I don’t see many of “thegot called into this life. I don’t see many of “the

brightest and the best” among you, not many influential,brightest and the best” among you, not many influential,
not many from high-society families. Isn’t it obvious thatnot many from high-society families. Isn’t it obvious that
God deliberately chose men and women that the cultureGod deliberately chose men and women that the culture

overlooks and exploits and abuses, overlooks and exploits and abuses, 
“chose these “nobodies” to expose the hollow“chose these “nobodies” to expose the hollow

pretensions of the “somebodies”? That makes it quitepretensions of the “somebodies”? That makes it quite
clear that none of you can get by with blowing your ownclear that none of you can get by with blowing your own

horn before God. Everything that we have—righthorn before God. Everything that we have—right
thinking and right living, a clean slate and a fresh startthinking and right living, a clean slate and a fresh start

—comes from God by way of Jesus Christ.”—comes from God by way of Jesus Christ.”
1 Corinthians 1:26-30 MSG

We have got ourselves all upside down from what God 
wants to do

We are looking to be capable from our 
understanding

And God is speaking to His church “Your 
already capable in Me!”

““Now God has equipped us to be capable servants of““Now God has equipped us to be capable servants of
the new covenant, not by authority of the written lawthe new covenant, not by authority of the written law
which only brings death, but by the Spirit who bringswhich only brings death, but by the Spirit who brings

life.”life.”
2 Corinthians 3:6 Voice

If your feeling under qualified you are in the right place 
tonight
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God loves to qualify the unqualified

God doesn't call the qualified,  He qualifies 
the called.

What is it that is in your heart tonight

Everyone of us has something God has placed 
there for us to do

A dream, a passion, an “if only” wish

And what is stopping you from going after it?

The young man in our story tonight didn't have a great 
start

A man with incredible physical and relational 
limitations who stepped into what God called him 
to

He simply tried to live out the dream that was in 
him and wanted to see God move 

He was completely inadequate in all forms 
of human understanding but he still pushed 
on doing what he knew to do

He didn't have a great start but the whole world 
now knows his name

If you don't know the man in my story his name is D.L. 
Moody
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Moody said to this businessman after the meeting I have 
only one talent; I have no education, but I love the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I want to do something for Him. Pray for 
me.”

A friend of Moody's said to him  “It remains to be 
seen what God will do with a man who gives 
himself up wholly to Him.” Moody thought about 
that and said, “By God’s grace, I will be that man.”

Here was a man who looked past his limitations and 
sought to enter into the plan of God any way he could

And the opportunity is here for us as well

It is the promise of God to us

“The eyes of the “The eyes of the LLORDORD search the whole earth in order search the whole earth in order
to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed toto strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to

him.” him.”  2 Chronicles 9:21 NLT

“so that He may strongly support those who followso that He may strongly support those who follow
Him.”Him.”   Voice

What's standing in your way?

What's holding you back?

It is a question I have been asking myself and I think God 
is asking us here as a church faminly as well

Here are some things we can each do to get us started 
moving
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First – Do what you know to do

What is in front of you today?

Don't worry about what may come down 
the road

Sufficient are the evils of today, and 
the mercies for today

Who is in front of you today?

We spend a lot of time over thinking the 
what ifs

What will I say if 
What will I do if

The possibilities trap us into 
inactivity

A lot of the learning how to do things well comes 
by doing them often enough

And much of what God wants to do is 
waiting for us to begin to step out

You and God are both in a holding 
pattern waiting for each other to 
move

Do what you know to do
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Second – Don't worry about making mistakes

Fear of failure is an incredible source of bondage 
that ties up a great  many people

I used to be one 

Failure is not wrong 
Failure is not failure if you learned 
something

Third – Don't worry about what you think your 
qualifications are or are not

God qualifies you

He will bring people into your life to help move 
you forward as you go

We all need mentors and those who can 
instruct us

But if we are not learning and developing 
they cannot help us

So jump in and go for it.

Don't wait until you think your ready

“If you wait until your ready you will be 
waiting for the rest of your life”

Have you heard the story of Charlie Riggs? Over 50 years 
ago, he came to Christ and was discipled by a young man 
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named Lorne Sanny, who himself was being discipled by 
Dawson Trotman, founder of the Navigators.

Charlie was willing to grow in Christ, but he was a bit 
rough around the edges and didn’t seem very promising as
a Christian leader. When Lorne wrote to Dawson, he told 
him that Charlie Riggs was the only man he was working 
with and he felt discouraged by the prospects. Trotman 
wrote back and said, “Stay with your man. You never 
know what God will do with him.” So, Lorne Sanny 
continued to work with Charlie Riggs.

A few years passed and a young man named Billy Graham
came on the scene. In 1952, the Navigators “loaned” 
Charlie Riggs to the Graham team to handle the follow-up 
in their early crusades. He planned to return to the 
Navigators eventually. However, he worked out so well 
that he stayed with Billy Graham.

In 1957, on the eve of the famous New York City crusade 
at Madison Square Garden, the crusade director suddenly 
had to be replaced. Who could they get? The lay chairman
suggested Charlie Riggs, but Billy Graham wasn’t sure if 
he could handle the job. “All he does is pray and quote 
Scripture.”

The layman insisted, Charlie Riggs got the job and the rest
is history. The New York campaign became a model for 
the many crusades that would follow in later years. Billy 
Graham said, “I didn’t think he could do it. But I had this 
peace—that Charlie so depended on the Holy Spirit that I 
knew the Lord could do it through Charlie.”

Charlie Riggs retired after many years of effective service 
to the Lord. What was his secret? How could a man with 
little formal training rise to such a high position and hold 
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it for so long'

He says, “I always asked the Lord to put me in over my 
head . That way, when I had a job to do, either the Lord 
had to help me or I was sunk.” God was delighted to 
answer this prayer time after time. He put Charlie Riggs in
over his head—and then bailed him out.

The in over your head feeling is a great place to 
be

It is where God steps in and carries you through

Don't hold back, see what God can do

 “When you're in over your head, I'll be there with“When you're in over your head, I'll be there with
you. When you're in rough waters, you will not go down.you. When you're in rough waters, you will not go down.
When you're between a rock and a hard place, it won'tWhen you're between a rock and a hard place, it won't

be a dead end -be a dead end -
Because I am God, your personal God, The Holy ofBecause I am God, your personal God, The Holy of

Israel, your Savior.”Israel, your Savior.” Isaiah 43:2-3 MSG

So what will you do?

Will you answer God's call and jump in or surrender to 
your limitations?
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