
Back in 1912, Ford Motor Co. had a production manager 
named William Knudsen - considered one of the best in 
his field. Knudsen became convinced that the Model T 
(which had been in production for 4 years now) had to be 
updated. But, the only problem was - Henry Ford loved 
his creation so much it was well known that he opposed 
changing anything about the car.

 Knudsen thought to convince Ford by building an 
updated and impressive model to show what could be 
done with a few changes in color and design.
Ford had just returned from a European vacation, and he 
went to a Highland Park, Michigan garage and saw the 
new design created by Knudsen.

The car was a four door job, and the top was down, 
painted gleaming red and built on a new, low slung 
version of the Model T.
One eyewitness tells how "Ford had his hands in his 
pockets, and he walked around that car 3 or 4 times…. 
Finally, he got to the left hand side of the car, and he takes
his hands out, gets hold of the door, and bang! He ripped 
the door right off!… 

He proceeded to wreck the car as much as he could."
Knudsen left for General Motors. Henry Ford nursed 
along the Model T, 

APPLY: Henry Ford was one of the most creative men of 
his age. And yet… Henry Ford - one of the great minds of 
his day - resisted the obvious need for change.

Change is something that stirs up a lot of emotion in 
everyone
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Very few people can say that they like change

For most people it makes them feel uncomfortable 
to varying degrees

Everything from simple discomfort to 
anxiety and panic

And yet change is a part of every day life for everyone

Change is inevitable…. Change is a Process.... 
Change comes to all of us-whether we prepare for 
it or not. Our lives are in a constant state of 
transition. Life is always moving forward; nothing 
ever remains the same.

If you are breathing you are in a constant 
state of change. Physically, emotionally, 
relationally, financially, occupationally, 
spiritually

Something is always changing 

We may not like it but change is a part of life

We need to realize that everything in this world is 
liable to change and it is the law of life. 

If you don't change your life; your life will 
change you. 

You can determine many of the changes 
yourself,
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Or you can have changes happen to you

But you cannot remain static

Change is a constant in life.

Not only is change a part of every day life it is also an 
extremely important part of a Christians life

Which is why it is one of our values here

The main message of the Christian faith is that you are not
the same as you once were

God promised us twice in Ezekiel that we would 
change

“And I will give them singleness of heart and put a“And I will give them singleness of heart and put a
new spirit within them. I will take away their hearts ofnew spirit within them. I will take away their hearts of

stone and give them tender hearts instead,” stone and give them tender hearts instead,” Ezekiel 11:19
NLT

I will plant a new heart and new spirit inside of you. II will plant a new heart and new spirit inside of you. I
will take out your stubborn, stony heart and give you awill take out your stubborn, stony heart and give you a

willing, tender heart of flesh willing, tender heart of flesh 
Ezekiel 36:26 Voice

The message we are called to live is one of change

God's loves us deeper than we can ever understand,
just the way we are

But He loves us to much to leave us the 
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way we are.

We enter  this world separated from our God by our 
human nature

Because of Adam's choices we are born with a 
nature that is rebellious to God

We call it sin 

And we compound our problem further 
because it doesn't take us very long to begin
to make our own choices which take us 
away from God

“When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam's“When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam's
sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, forsin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for

everyone sinned.” everyone sinned.” Romans 5:12 NLT

“Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam,Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam,
everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new lifeeveryone who belongs to Christ will be given new life.”

1 Corinthians 15:22 NLT

Change is a fundamental truth for us in the Christian faith

God is not changing

"I am the LORD, and I do not change.” "I am the LORD, and I do not change.” 
Malachi 3:6 NLT

It is a comforting fact in our walk with God that He 
doesn't change

We can always know that He is there and He is with us 
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because

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
Hebrews 13:6 NLT

But that means we need to change

He stays the same, and our nature does not fit with 
His

Holiness cannot combine with Sin 

Thankfully God is in the change business and welcomes 
us into His family and changes us

We exchange our sin for His holiness

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness ofsin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of

God.” God.” 2Corinthians 5:21 ESV

We are transformed and changed and become reflections 
of Him

Now we all have experienced times where it seems the 
changes never happen

We struggle with things and can get pretty down 
on ourselves

“Life change video”

What we need to realize is that change is a process
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It doesn't happen all overnight

We are made new when we come to Christ 

“What this means is that those who become Christians“What this means is that those who become Christians
become new persons. They are not the same anymore,become new persons. They are not the same anymore,

for the old life is gone. A new life has begun!for the old life is gone. A new life has begun!
 All this newness of life is from God, who brought us All this newness of life is from God, who brought us

back to himself through what Christ did. And God hasback to himself through what Christ did. And God has
given us the task of reconciling people to him.”given us the task of reconciling people to him.”

2 Corinthians 5:17-18 NLT

But how many of us felt new 

We still had the same struggles and 
difficulties

But God began a work in us that 
will continue in us until it is 
complete

Until we are completely new, 
physically as well as spiritually

We don't become everything God desires overnight

Change is not an event.  It is a process

“Now all of us, with our faces unveiled, reflect the“Now all of us, with our faces unveiled, reflect the
glory of the Lord as if we are mirrors; and so we areglory of the Lord as if we are mirrors; and so we are
being transformed, metamorphosed, into His samebeing transformed, metamorphosed, into His same

image from one radiance of glory to another, just as theimage from one radiance of glory to another, just as the
Spirit of the Lord accomplishes it.” Spirit of the Lord accomplishes it.” 2 Corinthians

3:18The Voice  
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We are changed from glory to glory ever increasing in the 
presence of our King reflecting His nature more and more

It's a process

We come to know God 
We come to know ourselves more
We change

We come to know God more

It is a process that begins when we surrender our lives to 
Him

And continues until we meet Him face to face

“And I am certain that God, who began the good work“And I am certain that God, who began the good work
within you, will continue his work until it is finallywithin you, will continue his work until it is finally

finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”
Philippians 1:6 NLT

And it is a process that we work through 

and it isn't something we struggle with on our own

It is accomplished by His grace and power

“For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned“For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned
through that one man, how much more will those whothrough that one man, how much more will those who

receive an abundance of grace and of the gift ofreceive an abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesusrighteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus

Christ!” Christ!” Romans 5:17 NIV
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Grace = The transforming power of God doing in 
you what you cannot do for yourself

Change is an on going process of surrender to God
Receiving God's grace and being changed

Change is a constant reality for us as Christians

There are 4 responses we can have to change

First we can resist the change

We resist change when we don't see the value of 
the change, or we don't want the change

There are a lot of things in our lives that we are 
resisting change in

It is not a good response

Change may make us uncomfortable but it 
is necessary and inevitable

Harold Wilson said “Change is inevitable. He who rejectsHarold Wilson said “Change is inevitable. He who rejects
change is the architect of decay. The only humanchange is the architect of decay. The only human

institution which rejects progress is the cemetery.”institution which rejects progress is the cemetery.”

Fighting change does not stop change from 
happening

Change is a constant

But we can resist the changes and miss 
what God is doing
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“Make sure that no one misses out on God’s grace.“Make sure that no one misses out on God’s grace.
Make sure that no root of bitterness grows up that mightMake sure that no root of bitterness grows up that might

cause trouble and pollute many people.” cause trouble and pollute many people.” 
Hebrews 12:14 CEB

We can miss out on the changes God wants to make

We can sidestep the power and grace of God in our
lives and fight the changes

We will still change

But it won't be for the better

The changes will still happen regardless

Remember If you don't change your life; your life 
will change you. 

You can either become better or bitter 

Change is a constant

And it is a process

Don't get discouraged if you think you 
aren't changing

Allow God to speak to your heart 
and respond to His grace

He never gives up and is invested in 
your change
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He began a good work and He will 
complete it

So don't resist the change

Second you can accept the change

You can accept the change without making 
changes

You see the need for the change and accept that it 
is necessary but don't make any effort to move 
towards the change

You see this a lot in organizations

People accept that the change would
help but are not interesting in 
participating in the change

You also see it in your personal life

You can see the truth and 
value of the change that is 
needed

And accept that it is 
necessary but make no effort 
to make the change

Your not resisting the change, but your not 
making the change either
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Everyone of us has been here at 
times in our lives

Third you can make the change

This isn't always an easy place to be because 
change is uncomfortable and it means stepping out 
into the unknown where we may not like what we 
find

But when you see the value of the change 
needed and you get uncomfortable enough 
with what you have

We all can make this happen

Change is possible for all of us

If we choose to work with the changes and respond
to what God is doing in us

So we can fight the changes

We don't understand the value of the change and 
we don't see it as necessary

We can accept the change

We see the need for the change but make no effort 
to accomplish the changes

And we can make the changes

We see the value of the changes and respond and 
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work on making the changes a reality in our lives

The fourth response is one that we are all called to do as 
Christians

It is a part of the nature of God that we are all 
called to be reflecting and responding to

And that is to Carry change

God has called each of us to be a change agent in 
the world, fulfilling His purposes wherever you go.

Your story is so much more than your personal life;
it’s a vital part of the greater story of what God is 
doing in the world. Stepping into your role as 
God’s representative within your sphere of 
influence will unleash God’s power all around you,
changing the world for the better.

We are called to reach into the lives of those we encounter
and work with the Holy Spirit to allow the changes to 
happen in their lives

To share the hope that we have and allow it to 
affect them

We are all called to be change carriers

And God is actively involved in enabling us to be 
that 

Being involved in what God is doing and stepping into the
adventure He is calling each one of us to will mean that 
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changes happen in our lives

And will mean that we multiply because we are 
carrying those changes into our world

It simply becomes an outflow of life together

We make Christianity complicated and dead when 
we reduce it to a set of rules and obligations to live
up to.

The we get down because we aren't changing 
enough 

We aren't measuring up

And we feel we have nothing to share

But when we yield to God and allow His grace to flow in 
us

And respond to what He is doing change becomes 
a natural part of your walk with Him

And we grow in faith and hope as we draw ever 
closer

And we then spread that hope to those we 
encounter

Not as a rule battering  people with what 
they need to believe

But simply and naturally relating 
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what God is doing in you

Sharing the hope and the joy that 
you have

And carrying the change into the world we 
live in

Being a part of the change in their 
hearts and lives

And changing our society and our 
world one heart at a time

Change is a part of life

It is a necessary part of your Christian life

We have the opportunity to participate and help 
facilitate change in others around us

Releasing the life and power of God to those we 
know and relate to

Will you be willing to surrender what you are to God so 
that you can become who He called and empowers you to 
be
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