
Walt Disney was a remarkable man of vision. He never 
gave up. Early in his career a newspaper fired him because
they thought he had "no good ideas". That just made 
Disney try harder. 

When he was starting out in Kansas City he couldn't sell 
his cartoons. Some hinted that he had no talent but Walt 
Disney had a dream so he set out to conquer his foes. He 
found a minister who paid him a small amount to draw 
advertising pictures for his church. 

Disney had no place to stay, so that the church let him 
sleep in the mouse-infested garage. One of those mice 
which Disney nicknamed Mickey, became famous -- as 
the world knows.

The early days were tough; but that remarkable, creative 
visionary refused to give up. 

When Walt Disney World in Orlando ,FL. opened in 1974,
Mrs. Disney was sitting beside Walter Cronkite. Walt 
Disney has passed away a few years earlier. Walter 
Cronkite wanted to say just the right thing to Mrs. Disney, 
so he leaned over to her and said, "Wouldn't it be great if 
Walt were here to see this today." Mrs. Disney wisely 
replied, "If Walt had not first seen this you would not be 
seeing it today." 

Vision

It is a compelling force in our lives if we have one

The problem is most people have no vision for 
who they are or where they want to go
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"The only thing worse than being blind is having sight
and no vision." Helen Keller

How many of us here tonight have vision
Some idea of what God wants you to be?

Now vision can be defined many different ways

And it doesn't have to be put a car in every garage 
like Henry Ford

It doesn't have to be to save a nation like Winston 
Churchill

It may not be to unite a divided nation like 
Abraham Lincoln

But we all need a vision 

Vision can be described as a dream

Martin Luther King's most famous quote
“I have a dream...”

It can be described as a consuming desire to become or to 
do something..

It can come as a result of an experience

Robert Pierce met a young girl in China and saw 
the hunger and life people lived in Korea and it 
consumed his every waking moment after seeking 
to change that and World Vision was started
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Doctors without borders is another 

They were created because of the belief that
all people should have access to healthcare 
regardless of gender, race, religion, creed or
political affiliation

Whatever creates the dream in you What is your dream?

Do you know what it is?

It is there inside of you

The question is have you found it

We are all created with one

Because God created us all with purpose

Psalm 139:13-16The Message (MSG)Psalm 139:13-16The Message (MSG)

13-16 Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out;13-16 Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out;
    you formed me in my mother’s womb.    you formed me in my mother’s womb.

I thank you, High God—you’re breathtaking!I thank you, High God—you’re breathtaking!
    Body and soul, I am marvelously made!    Body and soul, I am marvelously made!

    I worship in adoration—what a creation!    I worship in adoration—what a creation!
You know me inside and out,You know me inside and out,

    you know every bone in my body;    you know every bone in my body;
You know exactly how I was made, bit by bit,You know exactly how I was made, bit by bit,

    how I was sculpted from nothing into something.    how I was sculpted from nothing into something.
Like an open book, you watched me grow fromLike an open book, you watched me grow from

conception to birth;conception to birth;
    all the stages of my life were spread out before you,    all the stages of my life were spread out before you,
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The days of my life all preparedThe days of my life all prepared
    before I’d even lived one day.    before I’d even lived one day.

God created each one of us with a purpose 

If you don't know what your dream is your not alone.  

“Everybody ends up somewhere in life. A few people end “Everybody ends up somewhere in life. A few people end 
up somewhere on purpose.” up somewhere on purpose.” Andy Stanley

Everyone has a vision or a purpose, but not 
everyone discovers what that purpose is

We need to have a vision for who we are and who we 
want to be

Otherwise our lives are just spent in aimless 
wandering and have no focus

A journey only becomes a journey once you’re clear A journey only becomes a journey once you’re clear 
about the destination, otherwise it’ just aimless about the destination, otherwise it’ just aimless 
wandering. – Corky Calhounwandering. – Corky Calhoun

Beginning to develop your vision is not something that is 
really difficult

When it comes time to define it into one 
meaningful memorable phrase it gets difficult

But the journey starts by sorting out what is in you

The vision of who you are to be is within 
you
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Because God created you with it

The problem is most people don't go looking 
within

They don't spend any time learning about what 
makes them tick and who they are, let alone who 
they are becoming

And it is who you are and who you are becoming that 
forms the basis for what you are to do and the tasks that 
you are fulfill in this life

It is how we were created 

Being before doing

And if we work at doing before being we 
function without an important part of of our
foundation

When you have a sense of your own identity and a When you have a sense of your own identity and a 
vision of where you want to go in life, you then have the vision of where you want to go in life, you then have the 
basis for reaching out to the world and going after your basis for reaching out to the world and going after your 
dreams for a better life.dreams for a better life. -Stedman Graham

Taking the time to see what is inside yourself is infinitely 
rewarding

And in doing so you will find your vision

Why is Vision so Important?

Vision gives life focus
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And because you are focused it brings deeper 
meaning 

Because you not just spending time doing 
whatever comes

But your taking time to live out the vision 
in your heart

And then there is meaning in the things you
do

Regardless of how meaningless they may 
seem

How meaningful is a budget

But if you are living out a vision 
then a budget can be meaningful 
because your working your finances
to fulfull a vision 

A vision gives focus to life which allows even the simplest
things to have meaning and for you to live with passion

A vision also creates endurance

When your set out your vision it doesn't stop 
difficulties from happening

But it does give you focus and a passion that 
allows you to see past the difficulties

6 of  12



The climbers of Everest had a vision which allowed them 
to focus and gave meaning to meaningless details

And allowed them to persevere and have 
endurance when things were difficult 

The were not the only ones

Every great person in history has carried on in 
spite of the difficulties and the hardships

And in spite of the failures

And it was vision that carried them through

The greatest act in history was also carried out because of 
vision 

Jesus had a vision for His life

And it was that vision that carried Him through 
until He saw it completed

Jesus had focus because of His vision 

“Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s“Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s
business?” business?” Luke 2:49 NKJV

And it was His vision that allowed Him to persevere 
through great trials and hardships

“Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and“Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and
finished this race we’re in. Study how he did it. Becausefinished this race we’re in. Study how he did it. Because

he never lost sight of where he was headed—thathe never lost sight of where he was headed—that
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exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put upexhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up
with anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever.with anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever.

And now he’s there, in the place of honor, rightAnd now he’s there, in the place of honor, right
alongside God.”alongside God.”

Hebrews 12:2 MSG

It was the vision of what was to be

An open door to personal relationship with His 
creation again, that allowed Jesus to endure the 
trials and temptations of this life and the 
unspeakable agony of dying in our place

It was the vision Jesus had that saw Him through 
being separated from The Father and His descent 
into hell where He lead captivity captive and 
defeated death and sin

Vision gives us focus – It allows us to see what is 
important and work on that in a world that is full of 
distractions

To not sacrifice the best for the good, or the 
worthless

And that focus allows even otherwise meaningless things 
to have meaning because they are for a greater goal

And vision allows us to endure when everything around us
is saying to quit

“Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you“Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you
take your eyes off your goal.” Henry Fordtake your eyes off your goal.” Henry Ford
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Vision aims and defines your impact.

 Like light, your vision will be the mark you make. Focus 
all of your energy and direction and your life will cut steel
like a laser. 

Little focus makes little impact. Maximum focus, 
maximized impact.

Paul who made the biggest impact on the world 
outside of Jesus had a singular vision 

And it carried Him through difficulties and 
hardships

Paul wrote

Acts 20:24New Living Translation (NLT)Acts 20:24New Living Translation (NLT)

24 But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for24 But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for
finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—thefinishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the

work of telling others the Good News about thework of telling others the Good News about the
wonderful grace of God.wonderful grace of God.

Paul's vision gave even the little things in life 
meaning 

And it made an incredible lasting impact that we 
are still feeling today

Without Paul we wouldn't have 2/3 of your 
new testament

And it was Paul's focus that allowed him to 
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accomplish so much because it aimed him in a 
singular direction and focused his life creating 
great impact

Vision also attracts others to you

People rise to great visions

And anything God desires for you to accomplish 
will always need other people

God didn't create us to work alone

And it doesn't matter what your vision is

From a vision of raising Godly children

To the vision of evangelizing creation

Every vision will require other people to be 
involved to be fulfilled

But people won't join you if you cannot communicate that 
vision 

And you won't really know what to focus on until 
you can communicate that vision 

It is in the working to communicate and help others 
understand what your vision is that the clarity to 
accomplish that vision comes 

And the interest for others to join happens
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What is it that God has called you to be and to do?

Don't compare yourself to anyone else

There is no meaningless vision 

Don't get caught in the trap that it has to be a world 
changing vision or it is worthless

It can be a great vision and be in your 
neighborhood 

What is it that God has put in your heart

The dream that has gone unspoken

The one you think about when you dare to think if 
only...

Have you put it to words?

Can you communicate it to others?

Vision needs to be communicated

It is also important to not let your vision be a destination

You are always developing and changing 

and life isn't a constant

some of the dreams you had even a year 
ago are different now
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If you allow the vision to be a destination, you will park 
when you think you have arrived and quit dreaming

You are always in process so your vision should be as well

About 350 years ago a shipload of travelers landed on the 
northeast coast of America. The first year they established 
a town site. The next year they elected a town 
government. The third year the town government planned 
to build a road five miles westward into the wilderness.

In the fourth year the people tried to impeach their town 
government because they thought it was a waste of public 
funds to build a road five miles westward into a 
wilderness. Who needed to go there anyway?

Here were people who had the vision to see three thousand
miles across an ocean and overcome great hardships to get
there. But in just a few years they were not able to see 
even five miles out of town. They had lost their pioneering
vision. 

With a clear vision of what we can become in Christ, no 
ocean of difficulty is too great. Without it, we rarely move
beyond our current boundaries.  

What is your vision?
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