
Tonight I want to look at a famous set of verses which I 
deeply believe God is speaking to us about here at this 
point in our lives together

It is something that we are going to all need to 
work with if we are going to move forward into 
what God is going to be doing in the coming days

The scripture we are going to look at can be found in 
2Timothy

This is the last letter Paul wrote to Timothy as he is
about to be martyred by Nero for his faith

And he is writing from prison to encourage and to 
give insight and direction to a man whom he has 
come to deeply love and admire

whom he has worked hand in hand with for almost 
20years

Timothy is a young man of whom Paul thinks and feels 
very highly about.  

Just look at what Paul writes about him

“If the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to send Timothy“If the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to send Timothy
to you soon for a visit. Then he can cheer me up byto you soon for a visit. Then he can cheer me up by

telling me how you are getting along.  I have no one elsetelling me how you are getting along.  I have no one else
like Timothy, who genuinely cares about your welfare.like Timothy, who genuinely cares about your welfare.

All the others care only for themselves and not for whatAll the others care only for themselves and not for what
matters to Jesus Christ.  But you know how Timothy hasmatters to Jesus Christ.  But you know how Timothy has
proved himself. Like a son with his father, he has servedproved himself. Like a son with his father, he has served

with me in preaching the Good News.”  with me in preaching the Good News.”  
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Philippians 2:19-22 NLT

Here is a young man who has worked very closely with 
one of the greatest men in Scripture besides Jesus

Who has seen God do amazing and powerful 
things first hand all over the known world

And who has been highly involved in starting new 
churches and raising leaders

And whom Paul has instilled in leadership of a large 
church in Ephesus

Ephesus at this time was about 200,000 people and
Timothy's church was approx 50,000 estimate

So here is Timothy leading a large church whom

A man who Paul thinks of very highly

And a man who is deeply in love with Jesus and 
solely committed to the cause of Christ

Every minister around the world wishes for a few 
Timothy's

This is a young man who has it together

Who loves to serve 

Who has given his all for Jesus and His church

Paul begins his letter to Timothy by telling him that ““I am I am 

2 of  13



reminded of your sincere faith”reminded of your sincere faith”  2Timothy 1:5 ESV

A man  Paul has personally mentored for many 
years and who traveled constantly with Paul and 
personally saw all that God did with Paul and had 
many great things happen in his own life

Timothy was diligently leading the church he was asked to
by Paul

And Paul comes alongside him and reminds him 
that something is missing.

Timothy, just like us knew what it was like to be 
consumed by life

We can get so focused on doing today we lose 
sight of what is coming tomorrow

We get caught up in the now and we lose focus on 
the reasons for the now

We get stuck in the grind and we lose sight of the 
hope

We get bound up by the problems and the 
discouragements and the things that aren't going 
right and we lose hope that anything will change

And without hope in the future there is no 
power in the present

So in Timothy's daily grind comes Paul's letter in which 
Paul encourages him again

3 of  13



But then he goes to what is missing currently in 
Timothy's life because he says to Timothy “This is This is 
why I remind youwhy I remind you” ” 

Because of the sincere faith which you have I want to 
remind you of something you have forgotten

We don't know why he had forgotten 

But Paul writes and says “ “This is why I write to remindThis is why I write to remind
you to stir up the gift of God that was conveyed to you you to stir up the gift of God that was conveyed to you 
when I laid my hands upon you. when I laid my hands upon you. ” ”  2Timothy 1:6 Voice

It is important that we keep ourselves moving and using 
the gifts that God has given to each one of us.

If you read the same verse in another version it says 

“I ask you to keep using the gift God gave you.“I ask you to keep using the gift God gave you.”NLV

Here is a man who on the outward appearances has it 
together is successful

He has a large church

He is heavily involved in ministry

He is tackling the issues of his day

He is seeing people saved

And Paul reminds him that he is missing out if he 
continues to ignore the gifts that God gave him
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And so he writes and say remember to stir it up

We all know that you can look like you have it together on
the outside and be void of life on the inside

This isn't the first time that Paul wrote and reminded 
Timothy that he needed to do this

Several years before he wrote and told Timothy 

“Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received through“Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received through
the prophecy spoken over you when the elders of thethe prophecy spoken over you when the elders of the
church laid their hands on you.” church laid their hands on you.” 1Timothy 4:14 NLT

Here is a young man who knew what it meant to work in 
the presence and power of God

And who had spent years learning from Paul and 
hearing all of the teachings that Paul did raising 
people up to be who God called them to be

And who had joined in the work of that ministry

And who needed to be reminded that it wasn't 
meant to be done through human effort, but 
through the gifts that God gave

And we also need to be reminded that God has given us 
gifts for us to use to build His kingdom

Gift that can often get forgotten, go neglected and 
unused
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There are 9 gifts of the Holy Spirit that He gives to us 
1Corinthians 12

There are 7 motivational gifts that God created us 
with Romans 12

There are several other gifts that God pours out on 
us

There are the gifts that Jesus gives to His church 
Ephesians 4

and all of these gifts can be ignored and go unused

But probably the greatest gift that God gives us that we 
can neglect and ignore is the gift of Himself

The Holy Spirit within us

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus the Anointed, the“May the grace of the Lord Jesus the Anointed, the
love of God the Father,and the fellowship of the Holylove of God the Father,and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit remain with you all.” Spirit remain with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14 Voice

To be able to relate on a personal level with the creator of 
the Universe is an amazing gift

How many of us truly appreciate and cultivate our 
relationship with the Holy Spirit

How often does He get brushed aside in our daily 
life

Or gets missed and ignored
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Iit is just to easy to lose Him in the daily grind of life

If life with God is a simple quiet walk full of routine 
then it is pretty likely that we are neglecting the gift of 
God within

And God wants us to stir ourselves up,  to shake the dust 
of what He has given us and to begin to use them  again

Please note that this is not God stirring you up

Look at the scripture again

“This is why I remind you to fan into flames the“This is why I remind you to fan into flames the
spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands onspiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on

you.” you.”  2Timothy 1:6 NLT

This is a choice each of us needs to make 
individually

God has already done His part, now we need to do 
ours stir ourselves up

Walking in a passionate relationship with God doesn't 
magically happen,

And it isn't something God gives us

There isn't a prayer that God will make us 
passionate
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It is something we cultivate and work on

Which is why Jude said to “Stir yourself up in Stir yourself up in 
your holy faith” your holy faith” Jude 20

Relationships need to be worked on by both parties
to be rewarding

God is doing His part

So it is up to us to do ours

God spoke to us a few weeks ago through Kat and Anne 
and said “for every person in this room God is specifically
asking you to get your hopes sky high.  There is a lot of 
hope in this room that has just settled and sat.  Get your 
hopes sky high. 

I saw lots of calls on your lives just waiting to activate I 
want you to stir yourself  up.  

Jesus is a miracle-working God and I heard Miracles 
Miracles Miracles believe for miracles.  Believe get your 
hopes High very high crazy high.  If you will get out of 
the boat I will make sure you walk on water.”

I believe that God is speaking to us hear just like Paul did 
to Timothy and saying

fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave youfan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you

God is speaking to us as His church and saying it is time 
to believe again
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And God is speaking to His church today and saying 'It is 
time for a change!' 'Time to stop accepting things as they 
are, time to let go of what was and all that has been. It is 
time for a change. Now is the time for you to refocus and 
realign.

So how do we fan into flame the gift of God?

Respect the gift of God in you – The Holy Spirit

“We proclaim to you the one who existed from the“We proclaim to you the one who existed from the
beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw himbeginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him

with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands.with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands.
He is the Word of life.  This one who is life itself wasHe is the Word of life.  This one who is life itself was

revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testifyrevealed to us, and we have seen him. And now we testify
and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life.and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life.
He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us.He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us.
We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seenWe proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen
and heard so that you may have fellowship with us. Andand heard so that you may have fellowship with us. And
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesusour fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus

Christ.” Christ.” 1John 1:1-3 NLT

Surrender is mandatory

Guard your gift (2 Tim. 1:14). Paul told Timothy to "guard
it," which is not to use it haphazardly, but instead, to use it
joyfully for its intended use. Treasure it, protect it, and 
walk humbly with it, all the while glorifying Jesus.

 Recognize your gift

Do you know what your gifts are?

your gift isn't going to be the same as anyone elses

9 of  13



And their isn't a ranking of gifts at all 

Which means that yours isn't less or better 
than anyone elses

So know your gift and then

Use the gift – a gift unused withers

Paul told Timothy to keep using the gift God gave keep using the gift God gave 
you. you. 2 Timothy 1:6 NLV

Begin to expect God to move again

Step out in faith that God is going to move

Hang yourself out to dry

Let God love people through you

“If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of“If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of
God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if IGod’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I
had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’thad such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t
love others, I would be nothing.” love others, I would be nothing.” 1Corinthians 13:2 NLT

“And may the Lord make your love for one another“And may the Lord make your love for one another
and for all people grow and overflow, just as our love forand for all people grow and overflow, just as our love for

you overflows.you overflows.” ” 1 Thessalonians 3:12 NLT

If we are not fulfilling the basic call of a Christian 
we will never see God move as He desires

Don't let fear stop you
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The biggest barrier there is is one that Paul challenged 
Timothy with

And it is one that every Christian faces every day

Immediately after Paul tells Timothy to stir up the gift 
within him he writes probably one of the second most 
famous verses in scripture

And one that I had never connected at all to 
walking with God and the gifts

Paul writes to Timothy and says because of your sincere 
faith 

“This is why I remind you to fan into flames the“This is why I remind you to fan into flames the
spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands onspiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on

you.” you.”  2Timothy 1:6 NLT

and in the next verse he says

“God did not give us a spirit of fear. He gave us a“God did not give us a spirit of fear. He gave us a
spirit of power and of love and of a good mind.” spirit of power and of love and of a good mind.” 

2 Timothy 1:7 NLT

Fear is the number one killer of the gifts inside of you

Following God and walking in the gifts He placed in you 
will mean that 

Common Sense won't always fit

Conventional Wisdom will be worthless
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The won't always be Convenient

And they definitely won't be Comfortable

Which means that Fear will always be an constant 

Fear of the Unknown

Fear of embarrassment

Fear of Ridicule and rejection

But faith overcomes fear every time 

And knowing God is behind us as we move 
forward with Him will allow us to open up to His 
heart and see His hand moving

The question is are we willing to move forward and dream
big again, expecting God to move and stirring ourselves 
up and using the gifts God has given us

Or do we want the status quo

If we are going to move forward we will need to stir 
ourselves up and push into what God wants for us

 The prophetic word over us was “for every person in 
this room God is specifically asking you to get your hopes
sky high.  There is a lot of hope in this room that has just 
settled and sat.  Get your hopes sky high. 

I saw lots of calls on your lives just waiting to activate I 
want you to stir yourself  up.  
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Jesus is a miracle-working God and I heard Miracles 
Miracles Miracles believe for miracles.  Believe get your 
hopes High very high crazy high.  If you will get out of 
the boat I will make sure you walk on water.”

What we do and where we go is up to us
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