
You have probably heard the phrase “There are two things
you never talk about – Politics and Religion”

It is something that has been ingrained in our minds and 
hearts

Something that we have come to accept is normal 
for modern polite people to behave

We have been taught by our culture for many decades that 
you don't discuss politics and faith 

They are two things that can start an argument 
really fast

Two things that people can be extremely 
passionate about

And because we don't want to create a scene or 
offend anyone they are things you don't discuss

And so as Christians we find ourselves for the most part
living a silent faith

According to statistics only 5% of born again 
believers will ever lead someone to Jesus

85% of born again Christians will not share their 
faith even once this year

90% have no intentional plan for sharing their faith

And most of it I think is because of this idea that faith and 
religion are things you don't talk about
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The idea of keeping faith and politics out of conversations 
seems to be a western mindset

And so we have a barrier to overcome both 
personally and culturally

Because the Christian faith cannot be lived in silence

It is a North American idea that you can be 
completely alone and be a Christian 

You never have to leave your house to 
gather with other Christians

You never need to share

Just stay home and you and God can 
commune

Everywhere else in the world this is not seen

If one person in a town encounters Jesus

And he is the only one who has

Within a year there will be a church full of 
people who have become Christians 
because of his influence

When I was in Ukraine I met with people who had 
been saved 6 months and were pastoring churches 
of 300
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Because they were the ones who were 
saved the longest

So the idea of a silent Christian is not biblical at all

Even in areas of the world where Christians are 
dying for their faith they still are not silent

Jesus was clear about His purpose

For the Son of Man came to look for and to save fromFor the Son of Man came to look for and to save from
the punishment of sin those who are lost.”the punishment of sin those who are lost.”   

Luke 19:10 NLV

And He was just as clear about ours

Again he said, Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has“Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I am sending you.”  sent me, so I am sending you.”  John 20:21 NLT

And most Christians would say that this is our purpose

98% of born again believers will say that Jesus left 
us with a mandate to share our faith and make 
disciples

The problem we are having is that our world has heard our
message

it is everywhere they turn

they have seen so much of pop christian culture 
they have a programmed response - ignore ignore 
ignore
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The other problem is they have seen our lives

And so much of our culture has been built on knowledge 
and that has affected the church so much that we share 
doctrines and truth but there is little evidence in our lives

James wrote about this when he said

“What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say“What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say
you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Canyou have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can

that kind of faith save anyone? Suppose you see athat kind of faith save anyone? Suppose you see a
brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and youbrother or sister who has no food or clothing, and you

say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eatsay, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat
well”—but then you don’t give that person any food orwell”—but then you don’t give that person any food or
clothing. What good does that do? clothing. What good does that do? So you see, faith bySo you see, faith by
itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it isitself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is

dead and useless.”  dead and useless.”  James 2:14-17 NLT

So we have a culture that is programmed to ignore us 
because we aren't supposed to talk about faith

And there isn't a lot of evidence in our lives that 
say God is real and so we don't look any different 
than any other religion

And our faith was meant to be so different that it stands 
out apart from the rest like a candle in the dark

“You are like that illuminating light. Let your light“You are like that illuminating light. Let your light
shine everywhere you go, that you may illumineshine everywhere you go, that you may illumine

creation, so men and women everywhere may see yourcreation, so men and women everywhere may see your
good actions, may see creation at its fullest, may seegood actions, may see creation at its fullest, may see
your devotion to Me, and may turn and praise youryour devotion to Me, and may turn and praise your

Father in heaven because of it” Father in heaven because of it” Matthew 5:16  VOICE
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Or to say it another way

 let my deeds outrun my words
And let my life outweigh my songs

So in a world that says you don't talk about faith

And when we do simply sees people with a bunch 
of rules who don't follow them

How do we reach people?

I believe there are 4 things that we can do

And all four are taken from the life of Jesus

Jesus is our model and it is Him we  are following

And everywhere He went He impacted and 
touched peoples lives

Everywhere Jesus went crowds soon followed

Some of them were people who simply wanted 
what Jesus could offer them

miracles and meals

But even they were impacted by Him

Jesus reached into the world of every 
person He encountered and left a God 
deposit 
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And everywhere He went people said “For 
sure, You are the Son of God!” 

Jesus met with people and by His lifestyle and words He 
demonstrated and pointed people to God

In the church world we call that Incarnation.  God become
flesh 

And as Christians that is what we are called to be 
as well

We are not to be God,

But our words, and lives should 
demonstrate the reality of who God is and 
point people to Him just as Jesus did

The four things Jesus did was 
He Left, 
He Listened,
He Lived Among,
He Loved without Strings

The very first thing Jesus did was to leave behind what 
He knew and loved to reach out to those who needed Him

You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.
Though he was God,[a] He did not think of equality withThough he was God,[a] He did not think of equality with

God as something to cling to.   Instead, he gave up hisGod as something to cling to.   Instead, he gave up his
divine privileges[b]; he took the humble position of adivine privileges[b]; he took the humble position of a
slave[c] and was born as a human being. When heslave[c] and was born as a human being. When he
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appeared in human form,[d] he humbled himself inappeared in human form,[d] he humbled himself in
obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.

Philippians 2:5-8 NLT

Jesus didn't hold on to His rights and privileges

And He didn't force His position on people

He didn't come and demand His way

He got outside of what He knew and became like 
the ones He loved so dearly in order to reach us 
where we lived.

For us this means we need to be intentionally giving up 
what is comfy, easy, and familiar so that we can connect 
with people.  

So much of our faith is built around making us 
comfortable

Giving us what we want or need

We have built our own little subculture where we 
fit in, where people talk the same and where we 
think the same and we are comfortable

And in order to be like Jesus that is something we need to 
be willing to let go of.

And we can do it simply by replacing personal or 
Christian activities with time spent building 
relationships with people in the surrounding 
culture
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One author I have been reading is a pastor who often 
cancels church events so that his congregation can be in 
their communities instead of in church

And they don't just take the day off, but they take 
the time to invest individually in the people they 
are each relating to

When people miss church they will come and 
mention that someone was moving in next door so 
I skipped church to help them

And this behaviour is encouraged

They are getting outside their comfortable routines and 
stepping out into their communities and reaching people

They are doing what Jesus did, and what we need 
to be willing to do as well

Things like letting people live with you for 
extended periods of time – Stacey

Take a neighbor or co-worker out for dinner
or over for a bbq

Do something you love to do, but do it with
someone who doesn't know Jesus – golf, 
fishing, hunting, car repair, 

Go out of your way to build relationships with 
people.  Actively look for was to connect

<Patch Adams>
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If you see your neighbor outside go and check the 
mail

Put your mailbox where you have to walk a
ways to get it giving you an excuse to talk

Go for walks around your neighborhood 
and greet people

Don't do any of this so you can preach at people

Do this to build relationships with people so they 
can begin to know you and see something different
in you

But get outside your comfort zone

Secondly Jesus Listened

Listening is something that sounds easy but isn't

And it doesn't come naturally to people

It is often a skill that is learned

It is also a skill that is lost

Listening to people isn't hearing what they said

and it definitely absolutely isn't just listening so 
you can comment

Listening like Jesus did involves your whole being
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And watching people as well as hearing them so 
you can hear what isn't being said

Watching and sensitively responding to the 
unspoken and spoken needs of those around us in 
ways that demonstrate sincere interest

Gail – Shop

Jesus listened and knew how to respond in a way that 
would affect their hearts.  There were no pat answers, no 
formulas and no script

And no two people were treated the same way

This one is incredibly important because when we skip 
listening to people we instantly fail to connect with them

The third thing Jesus did was He lived among us

“The Voice took on flesh and became human and chose“The Voice took on flesh and became human and chose
to live alongside us.”to live alongside us.” John 1:14 Voice 

“The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the“The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the
neighborhood” neighborhood” MSG

Jesus wasn't some mystic who suddenly appeared and 
called people to come away

He didn't hide in a monastery and pray

And He definitely wasn't a guru perched on a 
mountain by himself for people to seek out when 
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they wanted wisdom

Jesus didn't hang out in the neighborhood synagogue and 
hope people came to him

Jesus lived His life in the middle of our lives

He walked in our shoes and talked with us

He reached people where they were at and 
invited Himself into their lives

Jesus lived where the people He was trying to reach lived

And Jesus didn't have a monastic code He had to live by

In fact that is one of the reasons the Pharisees 
hated Him

He didn't follow their holiness code

He simply lived and talked and related with people
on the level they were at and every person He met 
felt like they were the most important person in the
universe when He was talking to them

Christians have for years been taught to come away from 
the world and its influences

We are known for what we are against and 
unwilling to do instead of what we are for

We don't tend to live with people in the world they 
live in
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I am not saying we should live the same 
lifestyle as people

But we should be living with them

We need to living with what one author called 'Whimsical 
Holiness'

First off let me say that holiness is not a code we 
live by

It isn't a set of rules that we can or cannot 
do

Holiness is not staying away from coed 
swimming, does not decide what clothes 
you must or must not wear

It doesn't determine what hairstyle you 
have and if you can have tattoos or 
piercings

It has nothing at all to do with drinking or 
smoking 

Holiness is about our standing before God

And it is built completely in our 
relationship to Him

And holiness is an inward response to the 
working of God in us
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Not an outward list of do's and don'ts

Whimsy - allows you to be with people regardless of their 
angle of life without casting judgment in any way

It paves the way for them to feel comfortable 
enough to be themselves, feel loved, and dignified 
as human beings.

Whimsy is the posture we take that allows people to be 
themselves.  

Holiness is the quiet inner posture that shines through and 
subversively witnesses of alternative way to live

Lastly Jesus Loved without strings

This one is an area we all need to work on

Because we all have conditions we place on love

It doesn't matter who you are there are 
conditions

Some are greater than others

And some have worked on it longer

But we all have conditions

The only way we can love the way that Jesus loved is for 
us to be filled with His love

Jesus said
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“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends.” for one’s friends.” John 15:13 NLT

and after He said it He did exactly that

But think about this: while we were wasting our livesBut think about this: while we were wasting our lives
in sin, God revealed His powerful love to us in a tangiblein sin, God revealed His powerful love to us in a tangible

display—the Anointed One died for us.display—the Anointed One died for us. 
Romans 5:8 Voice

And it is because of His love in us that we are then able to 
love like He did

“We love each other because he loved us first.”“We love each other because he loved us first.”
1 John 4:19 NLT

Patch Adams said “If we want to help people we have to 
dive into people, wade into the sea of humanity.”  

That means we will need to just like Jesus Leave, 
Listen, Live Among, and Love Without Strings

In order for us to change the incorrect assumptions that 
people have about God and his followers we've got to get 
to the point where they consider us one of them like Jesus 
did.  He lived among people and developed relational 
respect.  He left heaven, lived among us, listened and 
loved unconditionally without strings

This is where God will meet us because that is who He is 
and what He is doing in our world today.
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