
We have been learning a lot lately about how we are called
to live

And that life with God wasn't supposed to be a set 
of beliefs that we follow

But a way of life that we live out

And over the last year or so I have been really challenged 
personally in this

Because if you haven't noticed our world is 
changing

And what worked before is no longer 
working

And I have found that sharing my faith has 
become more difficult

And getting people to hear the gospel is 
harder

And recently I began to understand a little why

It isn't the problem of the message

What needed to change was the messenger 
and the way I delivered the message

This isn't a new understanding

It is something that has been taught here quite a bit
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“The message mustn't change, but the methods 
must” Rick Warren

But over the last few weeks I have been reading and come 
to understand what I see needs to change

saying the methods must change is to broad for 
effective changes to happen

The fact is the church isn't reaching people anymore

Churches are closing each and every day all across 
the world

And so we need to be changing

In North America there are three world views that we face 
and the approach to reach each of them are different

A worldview is the way you view the world around
you and the beliefs you build your life on

And in this room there is probably all three 
worldviews represented

In North America there is the Western Modern 
worldview

The Eastern worldview

And the Post Modern worldview

The problem happens when you try to reach
someone with a different worldviews than 
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you with the methods you would use to 
reach yourself

It is similar to relating to your spouse the 
way you would relate.  

The 5 love languages – we don't 
process or receive love the same 
way

Understanding the way your spouse 
receives love helps to alleviate a lot of 
stress and frustration

And knowing the worldview of the people 
your relating to will help you speak in a 
way that they can receive

So that we can present an alternative Kingdom worldview 
to the world,  let's learn a bit about three primary 
worldviews that people live in and think from: 
Westernism, Easternism, and postmodernism. 

Western Modernism is the prevalent worldview in 
North America

 This way of seeing the world is scientific in 
orientation, and so is oriented around knowledge

Human beings (not God) were now the center of 
the universe, happily adopting their newfound 
godlike status. They believed that through 
scientific discovery and human reasoning, they 
could handle just about everything, know 
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everything, or at least figure it out. 

West Mods would say "I'll only believe what you 
prove to me”  (reason). 

WestMods are driven to try to prove (or disprove) 
the existence of God and all that is related to him.

A westmod approach is the better debater wins

A westmod approach to evangelism is to take someone out
to Dairy Queen, convince him of the Bible's reliability, 
and if I could get him started down the logical road to 
perdition, then I could get him to understand Christ, sin, 
hell, and, cha-ching... at the end of 30 minutes of dynamic,
linear logic, I'd lead him in a prayer and head home

Westmods are autonomous and tend to compartmentalize 
life.  This leads to areas of life being separate and not 
overlapping or influencing the others.  

Original Christianity was faith was a public connected 
life, not an autonomous individual life.  Conversion meant
you didn't just come to God but came to God's family.  If 
you wanted a relationship with God you had to have a 
relationship with His people

WestMods ultimately value security. We spend 
enormous amounts of money on things that keep us safe 
and secure: the military, local government services 
(police, fire, animal control), home security systems, 
retirement accounts, and insurances (car, health, disability,
life, property, and so on), all designed to manage and 
minimize risk. 
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Homeschooling may make sense in certain parts of our 
cities, but when the primary purpose is to "protect" our 
kids from the dirt of the world, we have clearly 
succumbed to WestMod values, and left our mission. 

WestMods have had quite a bit of success influencing 
people through institutions—through structures, positions,
and programs. We got our cues from the hierarchical 
structures of the military, government, and business.

Easternism is a radically holistic approach to life, in 
which what you believe about deities or your deity 
impacts the way you eat, treat the environment, and 
behave toward others around you.   Everything is 
interrelated.

Even the most uninformed New Age participant 
tends to recycle, eat natural foods, respect most 
people, take care of her body, and pick up after her 
dogs with little paper baggies. 

Easterns-don't believe things based on proof. 
They'd say, 'I only believe what has been handed 
down to me through someone I've learned to trust."
Their beliefs are often tied to their ideas of 
authority figures or spiritual codes. 

most Eastern beliefs have been transferred through 
deep family, spiritual, or religious tradition. What 
they believe now is likely to be what their 
ancestors have believed for thousands of years. 

As long as the person in authority says it, it is 
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accepted. No need for proof; just a trusted person 
to pass "the truth" down to the next person. 

Easterns value legacy. Their highest concern is not 
security but passing on their legacy—be it faith, wealth, or
values—to future generations.  

 Easterners don't focus as much on personal 
benefits or safety as long as they are able to play a 
part in long term legacy

Postmodernism worldview challenges everything 
that the modern paradigm holds dear. 
Most sociologists agree that postmodernity started to pick 
up steam in the early 1960s. 

After the assassinations of ,Martin Luther King Jr., 
President John F. Kennedy, and Robert F. Kennedy, the 
political chaos of the Vietnam War, as well as the 
heightened awareness of nuclear arms catastrophic 
potential, caused those who once put their faith in science 
to fear what it could do. 

The '60s were a time of questioning and refusing to allow 
Western/modern values to rule or to have authority over 
the collective consciousness 

The government wasn't going to have authority 
over us, the church wasn't, the military our parents 
weren't. It was a massive rebuttal to Western/modern 
values. Because of this distrust of political, family, and 
church leaders, "personal preference," philosophical 
freedom, and relativism took center stage. 
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"I'm only going to believe what I want to believe. I 
don't need any authority because I am my own authority. 
You can't prove me wrong because I don't believe in 
absolute truth. I just believe in my personal Preference."

PostMods value the here and now, which tends to appear 
as a drive for immediate gratification. PostMods generally
don't fear death or afterlife; many don't even think an 
afterlife exists. So the highest value is to get the most out 
of life today. Reality is now!

So you have a Westmod who says knowledge is 
everything and is combative talking to a Easterner who 
says that what my family has taught me for 7 generations 
is key and a postmod who has grown up distrusting 
everything a westmod stands for

And we wonder why we are not reaching people

So there are some things which need to change and some 
things we simply need to be aware of because Jesus didn't 
just come for us

“...by your blood you ransomed people for God“...by your blood you ransomed people for God
fromevery tribe and language and people and nation,”fromevery tribe and language and people and nation,”

Revelations 5:9 ESVRevelations 5:9 ESV

Jesus died so that all people everywhere could come to 
know Him personally and He remains is heaven until 
everyone has heard His message  

“And the Good News about the Kingdom will be“And the Good News about the Kingdom will be
preached throughout the whole world, so that all nationspreached throughout the whole world, so that all nations

will hear it; and then the end will come.” will hear it; and then the end will come.” 
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Matthew 24:14 NLT

It is important that we learn to bridge the gap between the 
mindsets we have and the ones of the people we relate to 
so that we can build bridges of relationship between us

Because God “who desires all people to be saved who desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.and to come to the knowledge of the truth.””

1Timothy 2:4 NLT

Now a lot of this may not be a deep revelation for you

But seeing the different mindsets that people have 
side by side really helped me understand my world
better

And understand why I think the way I do 
about things

But it didn't really help me know how to reach these 
people

What I came to understand recently while reading a book 
and studying Matthew was that it wasn't a new method 
that we need to use, but an original method

While reading Matthew 7 for the last few weeks I came 
across a very familiar verse

Jesus was teaching the disciples on top of the mountain
The famous sermon on the mount

And He began to close His teaching
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And in Matthew 7:28&29 it says

“When Jesus had finished saying these things, the“When Jesus had finished saying these things, the
crowds were amazed at his teaching, for he taught withcrowds were amazed at his teaching, for he taught with
real authority—quite unlike their teachers of religiousreal authority—quite unlike their teachers of religious

law. “ law. “ NLT

Now these verses have always amazed me but I recently 
read them in the Message and it brought a whole new 
level of understanding

Something which is what I believe will be able to 
reach across all the borders and boundaries of all th
mindsets that are out there

As people apprenticed to Jesus it is important that we be 
following in His footsteps

“When Jesus concluded his address, the crowd burst“When Jesus concluded his address, the crowd burst
into applause. They had never heard teaching like this.into applause. They had never heard teaching like this.

It was apparent that he was living everything he wasIt was apparent that he was living everything he was
saying—quite a contrast to their religion teachers!”  saying—quite a contrast to their religion teachers!”  

Matthew 7:28-29 MSG

The fact that Christians live differently than they say they 
believe is not new

And when you look at the Western Modern 
mindset it is understandable because they value 
knowledge

So you can know and say you believe but it doesn't
have to change you

9 of  13



The Western Modern is also able to 
compartmentalize their lives so one area, church, 
doesn't have to affect any other area

The problem is that is destroying our message

Brennan Manning wrote “The greatest single cause of 
atheism in the world today is Christians who 
acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk out the door 
and deny Him by their lifestyle. That is what an 
unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.”

When we begin to share our faith with others the first 
thing people today are looking for is “Does it work?”

So we have been taught to wander through life and 
tell people about Jesus

And so we hand out tracts and tell people 
they need Jesus because they are going to 
hell and Jesus loves them

And then we reject the people Jesus died 
for if they don't agree with us

And we live life the same way the people we are 
trying to reach

And we have the same issues and the same 
hangups

And when they see us 'serving God' and losing families 
and struggling with addictions and angers and running the 
gossip mills they don't want what we have.
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What Jesus did was very different from what we do today

When you look at the influence that Jesus had on billions 
of people over the centuries, you see that it can all be 
traced back to how he influenced twelve, then seventy, 
then 120 followers. 

His primary mode of moving people was to facilitate a big
classroom of "show and tell." There was great power in 
his words, but his following came from the way he 
modeled Kingdom life. 

He simply lived a different story and invited people to 
observe. And then, as they were drawn to him, he 
communicated about a new Kingdom and offered people 
entrance into it. 

Once I began to see this truth I began to understand other 
scripture

Jesus said “You are like that illuminating light. Let “You are like that illuminating light. Let 
your light shine everywhere you go, that you may your light shine everywhere you go, that you may 
illumine creation, so men and women everywhere may illumine creation, so men and women everywhere may 
see your good actions, may see creation at its fullest, see your good actions, may see creation at its fullest, 
may see your devotion to Me, and may turn and praise may see your devotion to Me, and may turn and praise 
your Father in heaven because of it.”your Father in heaven because of it.”  Matthew 5:16 
VOICE

And Peter wrote a very familiar verse
 Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life.

And if someone asks about your hope as a believer,And if someone asks about your hope as a believer,
always be ready to explain it.  always be ready to explain it.  1 Peter 3:15  NLT
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So I have begun a new way of living and sharing the 
gospel

It can be summed up in one phrase

Let them experience it before we startLet them experience it before we start
debating itdebating it

This is the way that Jesus modeled kingdom life

And He forever changed the world and all those 
who were disciples of His change the world 

It wasn't the miracles that changed the world 

It was the life that Jesus lived and demonstrated 
that affected so many people and still affects 
people today

I think we have the idea that if there were 
more miracles then we would have bigger 
churches and more believers 

But even Jesus had crowds who only hung 
around for what He could do

After feeding 5000 people the 
crowds asked for more food and 
when Jesus told them no I am the 
bread of life all but the 12 left Him

I think miracles are important but we have to get 
the foundation right first
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things like 'Let your love grow and 
overflow.”

If you don't win their heart your views don'tIf you don't win their heart your views don't
stand a chancestand a chance

This is the question we must all consider. Do we really 
want to go with Jesus? Do we want to move beyond our 
enjoyable and encouraging fuzzy connection to him to 
actually become like him? 

Do we want to trade in our seat in the audience of curious 
seekers for the dirty pair of jeans he wore to serve the 
world? Are we willing to exchange our relational network 
of like-minded, nondescript, "believe what I believe" 
followers in order to find new friends among the least of 
these—even the pagans and the sinners? 

Going into our world and letting Jesus live in and through 
us and allowing our lives to influence those we come in 
contact with

That is how we are reaching the generations 
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