
I was reading recently and came across something that 
caused me to wonder

The article I was reading was pretty much crap and
after I was done reading I wondered why I had

But in the article there was one question posed that
still has me thinking

Tonight I want to start with this question because I think 
we all need to look at the implications of it.

The question wasn't a deeply theological one but it 
was one that created thought

As I was reading I came across the question

If Jesus were looking for a church to
attend today, where would He go?

Now this may bring up many ideas of the church Jesus is 
building,

And we looked at that last week – if you missed 
you need to listen

It may also cause you to think that Jesus is building the 
church not attending

Maybe you think that Jesus is attending the Christian 
church

Or the born again church
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Maybe it is the true born again church

You can probably think of a number of reasons why He 
wouldn't attend the church around the corner

Or the denominations that are listed in the phone 
book

Like you I would want Him to attend here

But I wondered if He would

Who you see Jesus to be will determine how you answer 
this question.

The way we see Jesus determines the way we live 
our lives and the decisions we make

It will affect the way we see our world and the 
things we are comfortable with

If Jesus is, as He is often described, the nice son of 
a passive aggressive Daddy you will tend to think 
of Him as your buddy

If Jesus is up there somewhere watching over the 
cosmos but either uninterested, or unable to 'pry 
himself away' to lend a hand in our world and the 
problems it has, you may have a casual feeling 
about religion, no sense of destiny, and no passion 
to make the world a better place

If Jesus is like Clint Eastwood, coming back to 
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wipe out all the terrible sinners, 'Do you feel 
lucky?' you will tend to take a mercenary attitude 
and feel justified in being a butthead for Jesus, 
offending anyone and everyone as you try to scare 
the hell out of them

If you grew up despising your dad, and hear other 
people refering to God as 'Father' you will have a 
hard time getting close to God

If you view Jesus as the head of the church, but 
hate the church, you will be stuck trying to 
maintain a relationship with Jesus without a 
connection to His people

Maybe Jesus is like Rex from Toy Story.  Big 
teeth, big growl but little arms and wimpy heart.  A
Jesus who talks a good game but can't do much in 
the world other than scare us about an after life

How you see Jesus has eternal importance

If you don't have a true vision of who Jesus is you 
will never connect with God as He is or follow 
Him as He desires you to.

And as we looked at this last week I pondered harder

Where would Jesus go to church?

We all entered our walk with God seeking for Jesus

It is a constant theme no matter what branch of the 
Christian faith you subscribe to

3 of  16



Every person who comes to God comes seeking after 
Jesus

The problem is we don't usually get to follow 
through

Tonight I want to look at the problem we all have

It is a common problem that mankind has had 
since the start of time

We start looking for Jesus, and we settle for Religion

There are three stages to the Christian church that can be 
seen all through history

Movement

A healthy church is born as a burst of positive gospel 
energy.  It’s a Pentecost-like explosion of joy, a vital 
gospel movement.  The church has a sense of mission, 
even a sense of destiny. God is moving and it is powerful

Monument

Given human weakness, after a time, this movement 
becomes a monument. The spirit of the church changes 
from hunger to self-satisfaction, from eagerness to routine,
from daring new steps of faith to maintaining the status 
quo, from outward to ingrown. It’s easy not to notice this 
shift. The self-image of the church might still be that of a 
vital movement. But deep within, everything has changed.

Mausoleum
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If the trend toward mediocrity is not arrested, the church 
will decline and become a mausoleum, a place of death. 
The church as an institution may have enough social 
momentum and financial resources to keep churning on. 
But as a force for newness of life, it no longer counts. 

Christians all through history have come to God seeking 
Jesus, and many ended up settling for religion

Now you may be thinking we don't have religion, we have
relationship

And you are right we do

But has that relationship slipped into a religion for 
you?

It is a question I have been working on in my own life.

And it is something we all need to look at from 
time to time, and I believe God is speaking to His 
church around the world to again check our 
temperature

Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 13:5 ““Test yourselves to Test yourselves to 
make sure you are solid in the faith. Don’t drift along make sure you are solid in the faith. Don’t drift along 
taking everything for granted. Give yourselves regular taking everything for granted. Give yourselves regular 
checkups. You need firsthand evidence, not mere checkups. You need firsthand evidence, not mere 
hearsay, that Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out. If you hearsay, that Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out. If you 
fail the test, do something about it.” fail the test, do something about it.” MSG

Once you start to drift you will always slip into religion
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Religion always allows you to coast

You begin to glory in what was

Your focus moves from your now walk with God 
to what has been

The same thing happened to Israel 

They lost the focus of what God was doing 
and they began to look at and long for what 
was

"We remember the fish we used to eat for 
free in Egypt. And we had all the 
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and 
garlic we wanted.” Numbers 11:5 NLT

One thing that I have discovered is the devil doesn't worry
about religious people

He doesn't need to be concerned with how many 
bible studies you go to or how many prayer 
meetings you attend

Or how often you attend church or read your bible.
He doesn’t mind you going to Bible studies as long
as you don’t do anything with what you learn.

All he has to do is to make you comfortable with 
where you are at and then you slide into a religion 
and are no longer a threat

You go from being a movement of God
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Into a mausoleum of what was

Let me give you some signs you have religion

1. Your hunger and passion is gone
• Your walk with God has become routine and 

lacking life or power

2. Your more interested in appearances more than 
inner transformation
• The same behaviours keep happening but as 

long as people don't know

3. You obsess with what is wrong with you
• Jesus isn't enough leaving you feeling like you 

will never overcome
• Why can't you ever get it together

4. You're critical of others and their walk with God
• Cause their not doing it right
• Jesus would come to my church but not yours
• A gray-haired old lady, long a member of her 

church, shook hands with the pastor after the 
service one Sunday morning. “That was a 
wonderful sermon,” she exclaimed, “just 
wonderful! Everything you said applies to 
someone I know.”

5. You remember and wish for “The good old 
days”

6. You are critical of those you don't agree with 
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Others appearances are important

7. Your identity is in your ministry or Christian 
lifestyle, not Jesus
• If your striving for ministry this fits you

8. You seek knowledge but it has little action
• You have the idea you don't know enough to 

get involved or share
• You faithfully attend church and have 

devotions but there is little fruit
• The bible calls us hearers not doers

This is where most Christians in North America get lost

When the things God speaks become more than we
think we can handle or we don't want to do we start
this slide

And then the devil can start just like he did 
with Eve, “Well did God really say?”  Is 
that what God really meant?”

  We fool ourselves when we assume that just 
because we have heard or read or studied a truth, 
we have internalized it.

This is why James wrote to the church, because it isn't a 
new problem

“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what
it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” 

James 1:22 NLT
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“Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you are a listenerDon’t fool yourself into thinking that you are a listener
when you are anything but, letting the Word go in onewhen you are anything but, letting the Word go in one

ear and out the other. Act on what you hear! Those whoear and out the other. Act on what you hear! Those who
hear and don’t act are like those who glance in thehear and don’t act are like those who glance in the

mirror, walk away, and two minutes later have no ideamirror, walk away, and two minutes later have no idea
who they are, what they look like.”  who they are, what they look like.”  James 1:22-24 MSG

Kent Hughes tells a story of a missionary out in the bush 
hanging a small mirror on a tree in order to shave. The 
local witch doctor happened by and curiously looked into 
the strange glass—and seeing her hideously painted 
features she jumped back! Immediately she began to 
bargain with the missionary for the mirror. The man 
objected, but to no effect. Finally, realizing that the witch 
doctor would not be put off, he let her have the mirror—
whereupon she threw it to the ground, breaking it to 
pieces, shouting, “There … it won’t be making ugly faces 
at me anymore!”

A MIRROR does not lie to you. It REFLECTS 
YOU exactly as you are. And the Word of God 
does that, too. We see ourselves as we are in the 
Word of the Lord, it reveals not only what we 
actually are; it shows us also what we can become 
by the grace of God.

And if we simply throw away the mirror because 
we don't like what we see it doesn't help us at all

Walking with God always requires intent
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It always requires action on our part

The things that God speaks to us about will always 
require our involvement

Nothing happens when we stand still and wait

James wasn't the only person is scripture who  wrote about
this

Paul wrote ““Keep putting into practice all you learned Keep putting into practice all you learned 
and received from me—everything you heard from me and received from me—everything you heard from me 
and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with 
you. you. ”  ”  Philippians 4:9 NLT

And Jesus said ““If you work these words into If you work these words into 
your life, you are like a smart carpenter who builtyour life, you are like a smart carpenter who built
his house on solid rock.” his house on solid rock.” Matthew 7:24 MSG

A hearer forgets what they hear
Those who hear and don’t act are like those whoThose who hear and don’t act are like those who

glance in the mirror, walk away, and two minutes laterglance in the mirror, walk away, and two minutes later
have no idea who they are, what they look like.have no idea who they are, what they look like.

The problem James is speaking to isn't a memory 
issue but a priority issue

He doesn't remember because he doesn't see the 
importance

What takes priority in our lives over God?

Unless God is our main priority He will 
always take a back seat
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A hearer takes a quick glance and doesn't do anything to 
fix what they see

I've read my six chapters and posted my verse on 
facebook.  Done for today, nice talking God

Scripture reveals who we are inside if we allow it to

“God’s Word is living and powerful. It is sharper than“God’s Word is living and powerful. It is sharper than
a sword that cuts both ways. It cuts straight into wherea sword that cuts both ways. It cuts straight into where
the soul and spirit meet and it divides them. It cuts intothe soul and spirit meet and it divides them. It cuts into
the joints and bones. It tells what the heart is thinkingthe joints and bones. It tells what the heart is thinking

about and what it wants to do.”about and what it wants to do.” Hebrews 4:12 NLV

The question is are we willing to?

“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it
says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” 

There is a lot of Christians who talk about what they 
believe

Many who can quote the Apostles Creed

Some who do so every week

These are the things that I believe

But belief is not mental agreement with something.

Rick Warren said ““You only believe the part 
of the Bible you do.” 
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John Calvin wrote "the doer is he who from 
the heart embraces God’s word and testifies
by his life that he really believes."

A lady was late for work and she was driving behind a 
man who was intent on not exceeding the speed limit. She 
would get close to him and honk a few times but it didn’t 
do any good, as he just kept the same speed.

They were approaching a light, and it turned yellow as 
they got to the intersection. It was one of those times when
you could still get thru if you pushed the envelope a little. 
Well, this man slowed down and stopped as it turned red. 

This was the last straw for the woman. She went ballistic 
and started yelling, blowing her horn, cursing, and much 
worse. A policeman pulled up and ordered her out of the 
car with her hands in the air. He arrested her and took her 
downtown, where he put her in a holding cell.

About two hours later, he came back and let the now calm 
woman out. He apologized to her and said he verified the 
car was hers. She asked him why he arrested her in the 
first place. He told her that when he pulled up behind her 
she was cursing and yelling, calling names and much 
worse. He said he looked at the Christian license plate 
holder, the silver fish emblem, and the honk if you love 
Jesus bumper sticker and said he thought it was obvious 
that she had stolen the car from a Christian. 

What does your life say about your beliefs?

Knowing the bible doesn't help you much if you 
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don't apply it

And don't worry to much about the parts 
you don't understand

Work with the parts you do and God
will help with the rest

I agree with Mark Twain when he said “It isn’t the
parts of the Bible that I can’t understand 
that bother me. It’s the parts I do 
understand!”

Have you allowed yourself to settle for religion?

Have you slipped into coast mode?

If you want to be a doer you cannot coast

If you want to be a doer of the word it is going to take 
effort

A doer looks intently at the word of God

It isn't a passing glance

But a careful look to see what God is 
saying

Yogi Berra said “You can see a lot just by 
looking”

<It's on the shelf behind the...>
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Switch from casual reader to searcher

Ask God to help you see and understand so 
that you can do

Second you need to have action to be a doer

Everything God speaks to you will require action

It may be simply to pray 

Or it may be to begin to prepare

But it always requires action

If God says your a teacher and you 
never begin to research and learn 
you will never teach

All scripture is beneficial to us

“Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful“Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful
one way or another—showing us truth, exposing ourone way or another—showing us truth, exposing our
rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to liverebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live

God’s way. Through the Word we are put together andGod’s way. Through the Word we are put together and
shaped up for the tasks God has for us.” shaped up for the tasks God has for us.” 

2Timothy 3:16-17 MSG

It is up to us to make use of it

So ask “What does this require of me”

And work on what God is speaking to you about
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Don't worry about getting it all right or 
perfect

Just move forward and do what you know

So when God speaks to you about something look at what 
you can do

Make your action personal

What works for me won't work for you. 

Make it practical

It has to be something you can actually do

You will lose traction if it is to vague

Make it provable

How will you know if it works

How will it be demonstrated in your life

God is speaking to me from James 1:26 lately

“If you claim to be religious but don’t control your“If you claim to be religious but don’t control your
tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion istongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion is

worthless.”worthless.”
 
I can take action and work on my speech, or I can simply 
take the easy path and coast

God is speaking to His church today and calling us to 
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move forward

There is a call to step out of complacency and to 
turn off the cruise control 

The question for us is will we respond

Are you willing to settle or will we push in to find Jesus

It's going to mean some changes

It's going to be a loss of comfort 

But it is going to also be a release of life and power

Pray
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