
<Wonderful time of the year>
It is that time of year once again

When thousands of people all around the world 
spend hours searching for that perfect gift for 
someone

To millions of people this is one of the most wonderful 
times of the year, and many are waiting with anticipation 
to see what gifts we get. 

When I was young I had trouble sleeping for the 
several days leading up to Christmas

And I know I wasn't the only one

And that is because the anticipation builds and builds 

The closer Christmas got the greater the 
anticipation

It seemed like it took forever to come

The whole time you wondered what might be in those 
gifts

Many which are wrapped in beautiful wrapping 
paper and then decorated with bows, and tinsel, 
and pretty ribbons. 

This is a season where multitudes are engaged in the act of
giving

Many are consumed with getting
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Where many struggle with greater debt 
trying for the perfect Christmas

It is where many people begin to reconnect with 
family and friends

Some they haven't seen since the year 
before

Plans are being laid for gigantic meals with family

It is a time of hardship for many as they struggle with 
loneliness and loss

It is also a time of frustration for those like 
Scrooge who say bah-hum bug and just wish 
Christmas would go away

Christmas is a lot of things for a lot of people

But for most it is a time where we think of giving

And being and acting better and nicer to 
those around us

Christmas for us a Christians is a time where we 
remember the greatest gift that was ever given

It is where we remember the birth of Christ 

“There were sheepherders camping in the“There were sheepherders camping in the
neighborhood. They had set night watches over theirneighborhood. They had set night watches over their
sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them andsheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and
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God’s glory blazed around them. They were terrified.God’s glory blazed around them. They were terrified.
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announceThe angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce

a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody,a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody,
worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town,worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town,
a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’rea Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re
to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in ato look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a

manger.” manger.” Luke 2:8-12 MSG

Now what was such great news was not that a baby was 
born

Or that he was born in a manger

Because the birth of Jesus without the death and 
resurrection of Jesus is pretty much worthless

“Today, One Who saves from the punishment of sin“Today, One Who saves from the punishment of sin
has been born in the city of David.” has been born in the city of David.” NLV

Jesus entered our world and became one of us, 

To reveal God to us
And to call us to a life with Him
And to pay the price for our choices

The gift of Jesus wasn't just so that we wouldn't have to 
pay for our own choices and failures

It was so that we could once again be in 
relationship with Him

That we could be a part of the family

Just think about it
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You have a astronomically enormous debt you 
couldn't pay even if you had eternity to do so

And someone enters your life and says it is 
paid in full

But doesn't just stop there

He takes you home with Him

Makes you a part of the family

Moves you into your own room

Provides for your every need

And writes you into the will just as if you 
had been born a member of the family

“He gave the right and the power to become children“He gave the right and the power to become children
of God to those who received Him. He gave this to thoseof God to those who received Him. He gave this to those

who put their trust in His name.” who put their trust in His name.” John 1:12 NLV

And He doesn't stop there

He actually wants to do things together and share 
life with you

Not just family because you share the same 
name

But actually family by relationship
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“and all who receive Me will experience everlasting“and all who receive Me will experience everlasting
life, a new intimate relationship with You (the one Truelife, a new intimate relationship with You (the one True
God) and Jesus the Anointed (the One You have sent).” God) and Jesus the Anointed (the One You have sent).” 

John 17:3 Voice

What a gift

A gift that was offered truly

Not because of anything we could do or offer

But simply because we are loved so dearly

And like Paul we can all say

“Praise God for this incredible, unbelievable,“Praise God for this incredible, unbelievable,
indescribable gift!” indescribable gift!” 2Cor 9:15 Voice

This gift God offers to us is not an ordinary gift

It isn't a gift that you get to open once

Part of the draw of Christmas is the 
anticipation that builds before the day 
actually comes

There is a tangible excitement

And once Christmas happens the 
excitement is gone

The gifts are open, the anticipation 
is gone, and life can resume

5 of  16



With God's gift there is can always be anticipation and 
excitement

Because the gift God gives us takes a lifetime to 
unwrap 

It is like one of those gifts we, or someone 
we all know has received

<gift in gift>

The gift, wrapped in a box, wrapped
in a box, wrapped in a box

When we think of God's gift to us we usually see it as an 
event

I said a prayer
God came into my life
Now I am going to heaven

The excitement wheres off and life with 
God becomes ho hum

If you are bored with your walk with God it is 
because you quit opening your gift

God not only opened the door to relationship with Him

He empowered us to be able to live the way we 
were created to live

We are not expected to fight our way through life 
on our own
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“Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has“Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has
been miraculously given to us by getting to know,been miraculously given to us by getting to know,

personally and intimately, the One who invited us topersonally and intimately, the One who invited us to
God.”   God.”   2Peter 1:3 MSG

“We have all benefited from the rich blessings he“We have all benefited from the rich blessings he
brought to us - blessing upon blessing heaped upon us!”brought to us - blessing upon blessing heaped upon us!”

John 1:16 TLB

Grace upon grace another version says

God's ability where we have none

“The transforming power of God doing in you 
what you cannot do for yourself”

“Praise God for this incredible, unbelievable,
indescribable gift!” 2Cor 9:15 Voice

That's a gift that is impossible to top

Each and every day we get to go to God and 
unwrap our gift for today

God can speak to us afresh

We gain new revelation into God's heart

We can receive His ability to accomplish 
everything that will be in front of us today

And can be completely forgiven for any ways we 
messed up
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“The steadfast love of the “The steadfast love of the LLORDORD never ceases; His never ceases; His
mercies never come to an end;mercies never come to an end; they are new every they are new every

morning;  great is your faithfulness.”morning;  great is your faithfulness.”
Lamentations 3:22-23 ESV

God's gift to us is one that never runs out and is new every
day

And every day we can unwrap His gift afresh 

So what can we do to keep unwrapping our gift?

Like any gift given we have the option to leave it 
sitting unwrapped or of taking it and discovering 
what is inside

And an unwrapped gift doesn't help anyone

First we need to recognize God's gift of a relationship

Not everyone does

And those that do often say they have a 
relationship but don't really make use of it

Because it is very easy to mentally say God and I 
have a relationship in Jesus

And then leave the relationship unwrapped 
or unused

I can take for granted that I have a relationship with my 
wife
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Yes I have a relationship, but what kind of 
relationship

Is it growing and deepening

Is it neglected and dying

The fact that we can actually have a face to face 
relationship with the Creator of the universe

Who spoke everything into being

and who holds everything in the palm of His hand 
and keeps everything working and in order by the 
power of His word

Is an incredibly amazing thing

I know what my schedule allows me to 
have for relationships

And God has personal time every minute of
every day for each one of us if we desire it

Are we taking time to build the relationship?

Did you open your gift for today?

When your building that relationship let go of your 
patterns and formats and allow the relationship to grow

Don't focus on the early morning quiet time 
reading your bible and praying

9 of  16



There is a place for that but don't get hung 
up on it

It's not about ritual its a relationship

Allow God to interact with you throughout 
the day

Be open to all the ways God chooses to 
communicate with you

Second we need to recognize the gift that is you

To often we think of ourselves as unimportant

But God personally designed and created you

And hand selected you for a purpose

You are a gift

And you cannot grow in your relationship with 
God without growing in your understanding of 
yourself

God reveals Himself to you – you open the 
gift

God then reveals you to you

Both the you that we all pretend to 
be

10 of  16



And the you He created you to be 
and wants you to become

Many Christians today limit their walk with God 
because they do not want to look inside at 
themselves

But it is so very important that we do

It's not going to change God's opinion of us 
and we might just discover something about
ourselves that is really amazing

“If he won’t love the person he can see, how can he“If he won’t love the person he can see, how can he
love the God he can’t see? The command we have fromlove the God he can’t see? The command we have from

Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people.Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people.
You’ve got to love both.”  You’ve got to love both.”  1John 4:20 MSG

“Love others in the same way you love yourself.” “Love others in the same way you love yourself.” 
Mark 12:31 Voice

Knowing yourself and loving yourself are integral to your 
loving and knowing God

And you are a gift from God

no matter what anyone else told you

And your neighbor is a gift from God

no matter what your feelings about them 
are

Coming to know God for who He is
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And knowing yourself for who you were created to
be is a lifetime journey

A journey where you can open a new gift each and 
every day

God thinks you are pretty neat

In fact God celebrates about you every day

“He will take delight in you with gladness.  With his“He will take delight in you with gladness.  With his
love, he will calm all your fears.  He will rejoice over youlove, he will calm all your fears.  He will rejoice over you

with joyful songs.”   with joyful songs.”   Zephaniah 3:17 NLT

God thought each one of us was so uniquely 
special  that He died for us

And would have still done so if you were 
the only person alive

Jesus didn't just die for the world

He thought each one of us was special 
enough that He died for us

So we need to recognize God's gift of a relationship

And take time to  develop that relationship

And we also need to recognize that we are a gift 
from God

and discover who you really are
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not just who your expected to be

And third we need to recognize that the gifts God gives 
us were meant to be given away

We tend to miss the fact that everything that God 
gives us was meant to be passed on to others

God supplies our needs, but also  gives us enough 
so we can help supply the needs of others as well

If your relationship with God has gone stale and it is just a
boring ritual this is probably the primary cause

When you stop giving, you stop receiving

There is only so much that you can hold 
onto before your hands are full

The talents that God has placed in you

And the personality you have been gifted with

And the experiences you have had all make you a 
person God can use to help others

“All praise goes to God, Father of our Lord Jesus, the“All praise goes to God, Father of our Lord Jesus, the
Anointed One. He is the Father of compassion, the GodAnointed One. He is the Father of compassion, the God
of all comfort. He consoles us as we endure the pain andof all comfort. He consoles us as we endure the pain and
hardship of life so that we may draw from His comforthardship of life so that we may draw from His comfort

and share it with others in their own struggles.”and share it with others in their own struggles.”
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Voice  

You are a gift that is meant to be shared
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And you can get consumed by getting and the 
entitlement mentality our world lives with

Or we can learn to give ourselves away and see 
God do some amazing things

You are a gift from God to the world you live in and relate
to

And your relationship with God is also a gift that was 
meant to be shared

Jesus said to “Seek and save the lost” Luke 19:10

And we do that not by throwing religion at 
people but by sharing the relationship we 
have with God

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you toprepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do thisgive the reason for the hope that you have. But do this

with gentleness and respect,”  with gentleness and respect,”  1Peter 3:15 NIV

It's not a three steps and your saved message that we are 
called to share with others

It is simply the life that you have found in Christ 
and the hope that is in you

We get caught up in needing all the right answers to all the
questions and objections that people may bring

And we can learn those but they shouldn't stop us 
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from sharing

Because the answers to the objections don't change
lives

They just start a debate

Offering people the life giving, life changing 
relationship that you have in Christ that gives you 
hope is what changes people

“They had power over him and won because of the“They had power over him and won because of the
blood of the Lamb and by telling what He had done forblood of the Lamb and by telling what He had done for
them. They did not love their lives but were willing tothem. They did not love their lives but were willing to

die.”die.”
Revelation 12:11 NLV

Lives change when we can share what God has done and 
is doing in our lives

God's gifts were meant to be given to others

We can enjoy a lifetime unwrapping God's gifts to us if we
will remember three things

recognize God's gift of a relationship to us

And take time to  develop that relationship

recognize that we are each a gift from God

and discover who you really are
not just who your expected to be
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recognize that the gifts God gives us were meant to be 
given away

And jump in as see where God takes you
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