
Eyes on the Road.Eyes on the Road.
It's a common phrase now days

In an age consumed with everything electronic it is
an important warning for all of us

Keep your focus on what you are doing, is another way to 
say it

Or to borrow a sports analogy “keep your eye on 
the ball.”

What is amazing about your eyes is that they have proven 
that where your eyes go your body will follow.

In the show Canada's Worst Driver it became 
one of the mantras they would say again and again 
to help people to learn the principle

Look Where You Want to Go 

Ever looked out the window while driving and saw
something interesting and when you looked back 
you were in the opposite lane?

That is because where your eyes go your body naturally 
will follow

Now this isn't something that just happens to us in the 
physical realm
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Where your eyes go you will also follow 
spiritually.

James 1:14 NLT says

“Temptation comes from our own desires, which“Temptation comes from our own desires, which
entice us and drag us away.”entice us and drag us away.”

and that temptation comes from the things we focus on or 
desire 
“For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh“For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh
and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not fromand the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from

the Father but is from the world.”the Father but is from the world.”
1John 2:16 ESV

So the things we focus on gives our lives direction

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” Proverbs 23:7

Which means that changing your behaviour is not a matter
of willpower

It is about changing the way we think about things

Changing the way we think and what we focus on 
changes our lives

“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world,“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world,
but let God transform you into a new person bybut let God transform you into a new person by
changing the way you think.” changing the way you think.” Romans 12:2 NLT

The way we think and what we focus on determines the 
people we will become
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and the people we will group with

If you spend all your time thinking about what is wrong 
with people

or society you will become the grumpy old man

Or as one of my co-workers said to me a 
Curmudgeon

Focusing on the negatives will make you 
negative

You become what you focus on

Which is why it is important for us to focus on 
Jesus

Our call as Christians is to become like 
Christ 

Christian = little Christ 
       like Christ 

Jesus was a pretty amazing person

Even those who deny His diety will declare that He
was an amazing person

When you read the stories of Jesus and the ways 
He interacted with people

And the lessons He taught people
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The ways He stood up for people and 
accepted people

Jesus was an amazing person

And everywhere Jesus went the people who were nothing 
like Him were drawn to Him

and loved to be around Jesus

All except the religious leaders

They constantly complained that He wasn't 
fitting into the way we do things

A common phrase would have been 
“Do you realize the kind of people 
your associating with?”

Jesus didn't fit their box about what a 
religious leader should be and do

The religious leaders followed Him 
around and said “You're doing it all 
wrong!”

Everywhere that Jesus went people were drawn to Him

And this is important because what was true of 
Jesus should be true of us, at least collectively

Jesus drew people to Himself - We should 
draw people, like Jesus.  
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What made Jesus so different from the religious leaders

What made Him so likeable to people 

And what kept Him focused on His mission was 
the words He used to describe people

We all have them

When you think of a person, good or bad you will 
have a word that describes them

Fill in the blank

Everyone of us can do it

We all know many people and can make this a 
positive statement or a negative statement

Think of your neighbor

I'll bet you have some words now :-)

We all have words that we use to describe the people we
come in contact with

An unemployed 24-year-old = lazy 
A 19-year-old taking a “gap year” before starting 
college = noncommittal 
An unmarried 26-year-old = loser 
A 28-year-old living at home = codependent 
parents 
Any teenager = rebel
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The words we use for people help us to categorize them so
our world has some feeling of order

We use them to find the people we want to be with

And to define the people we don't want to be with

Do I like this person

What degree do I dislike this person

Are they like me

Everyone of us does this, whether it is a conscious or a 
subconscious act we all look to find where people fit

What is interesting is Jesus did this as well

He had words to describe the people He 
encountered every day

His words were just different than ours

Tonight we are going to look at the words Jesus used to 
describe and categorize people

and they can be found in Luke 15

In Luke 15 we have three parables which are part of a long
teaching which Jesus was doing 

He had been invited to supper at the house of a 
Pharisee
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And a lot of people were beginning to gather 
around

The crowd was made up of the usual types of 
people

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing
near to hear him.  And the Pharisees and the scribesnear to hear him.  And the Pharisees and the scribes

grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eatsgrumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats
with them.”  with them.”  Luke 15:1-2 ESV

And in the discussion that ensued Jesus took the 
opportunity to separate the way that we as people 
define people

And seek to promote ourselves

And the way that God defines people 

Here in this gathering you have at least three groups of 
people represented

You had the tax collectors, who had their own 
category because people didn't want to offend the 
sinners

There were sinners, those who knew they didn't 
have it together

And the religious leaders who thought they were 
the pinnacle of people that God preferred

And to this group of people Jesus uses three stories to 
describe His way of prioritizing and categorizing people
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Because Jesus knew that all the people He was 
speaking with prioritized and categorized people, 
including themselves, in the wrong ways

They were using the wrong words and categories

And what was important wasn't the fact they were 
using words and categories but the importance and 
prioritization of those words and categories

People were grouped into holy and unholy
Clean and unclean
Worthy unworthy
Acceptable and unacceptable
Worthwhile or Worthless

And knowing all of this was happening in the room Jesus 
begins telling a story

““Then Jesus told them a picture-story, saying, “WhatThen Jesus told them a picture-story, saying, “What
if one of you had one hundred sheep and you lost one ofif one of you had one hundred sheep and you lost one of

them? Would you not leave the ninety-nine in thethem? Would you not leave the ninety-nine in the
country and go back and look for the one which was lostcountry and go back and look for the one which was lost

until you find it?” until you find it?” Luke 15:4 NLV

Every person in the room was instantly tracking with 
Jesus.  He had their attention

Because sheep were a large part of their economy 
and lifestyle

And even though we don't understand shepherding 
we all understand the feeling when something we 
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value is lost

We don't say well I still have 99 and carry on

We all respond the same way when we lose 
something

The fact we still have 99 is irrelevant because we 
have lost one

When we lose something of value, we focus on what's 
lost to the neglect of what is unlost

How many of us would call our spouse or close friend and
say I have lost my cell phone, but it is ok because I still 
have my keys

It doesn't happen does it.

The fact we have a lot of unlost stuff is of no 
importance at all

What is important is what we have lost

When we were still dating my wife lost one of the stones 
in a ring I had bought her

No fault of hers a stone fell out and was gone

She didn't call me excited that she still had her ring

All the things I had given her that were 
very meaningful became completely 
irrelevant in that moment
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All that was important was what was lost

If you lost one of your kids you would never be happy 
knowing you still had the others

You don't call your spouse and say I've lost Emily 
but it is ok I still have Jamin and Kaylin

What is important to you is not what you still have, but 
what you have lost

Jesus continues

“When you find it, you are happy as you carry it back “When you find it, you are happy as you carry it back 
on your shoulders. Then you would go to your house on your shoulders. Then you would go to your house 
and call your friends and neighbors. You would say to and call your friends and neighbors. You would say to 
them, ‘Be happy with me because I have found my sheepthem, ‘Be happy with me because I have found my sheep
that was lost.’”that was lost.’”  Luke 15:5-6 NLV

Now I don't know if they actually threw a party or if Jesus 
was exaggerating to make a point here

We don't call our friends and say come party with 
me I have found my cell phone

But we certainly feel incredible relief when what we lost 
has been found

All of heaven gets excited when one lost person is found

“I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven because of“I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven because of
one sinner who is sorry for his sins and turns from them,one sinner who is sorry for his sins and turns from them,

than for ninety-nine people right with God who do notthan for ninety-nine people right with God who do not
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have sins to be sorry for.” have sins to be sorry for.” Luke 15:7 NLV

Jesus at this point has everyone's attention

Because every person knew what it felt like to lose 
something of value

And here Jesus dispels a lot of rumor and declares 
that one sinner repenting is more valuable than all 
those who don't need to

And all the sinners were amazed because they 
thought that God only thought of and doled over 
those who have it all together

And all the Pharisees were offended because they 
thought the same thing

And before any arguments can start Jesus continues 

“What if a woman has ten silver pieces of money and“What if a woman has ten silver pieces of money and
loses one of them? Does she not light a lamp and sweeploses one of them? Does she not light a lamp and sweep
the floor and look until she finds it?  the floor and look until she finds it?  When she finds it,When she finds it,
she calls her friends and neighbors together. She says toshe calls her friends and neighbors together. She says to

them, ‘Be happy with me. I have found the piece ofthem, ‘Be happy with me. I have found the piece of
money I had lost.’ money I had lost.’ ” ” Luke 15:8-9 NLV

Again Jesus is using everyday current events and customs 
to convey a heavenly truth

And we don't always understand the imagery 
because they aren't our customs 

But the truth is still there
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When we lose something of value, we will go to great 
lengths to find it

And the emotion that is invested in finding what was lost 
is incredible

The fact that your wallet is in your purse or pocket 
has no emotion at all

But when you lose it suddenly your emotions go 
through the roof and you are completely invested 
in finding it

And when you do there is an emotional high that 
you couldn't have without having lost something 
important

People at this point are not exactly understanding the point
of Jesus' stories but He has their attention

Just like He has ours

He was communicating with stories and feelings that they 
completely understood and using them to describe how He
described and prioritized people

Jesus continued His stories by changing feet a little

Everyone understood the search for what was lost

But His next story dealt with not something being 
lost but with a rebellious son
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””And Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons.And Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons.
The younger son said to his father, ‘Father, let me haveThe younger son said to his father, ‘Father, let me have
the part of the family riches that will be coming to me.’ “the part of the family riches that will be coming to me.’ “

Luke 15:11-12 NLV

Here you have a son who is basically saying to his father 

Dad your dead to me anyway so why don't you 
liquidate my inheritance and give it to me so I can 
just get out of here

Here was a family situation that was family in name only.  
The relationship was completely gone

This isn't the kind of thing a loving connected son 
says to his father

This is the kind of relationship where the son came
to supper with his ear buds in listening to music

A relationship where every attempt at 
communicating was met with “Ya whatever dad”

This was not a healthy relationship

And every person in the room got the picture because 
everyone knew of a situation where children behaved the 
same way

And many of us here today know of family 
situations like this

What got people's attention in Jesus' story was not the 
behaviour of the son
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That wasn't news for them 

What got their attention was the response of the father

“Then the father divided all that he owned between“Then the father divided all that he owned between
his two sons.  Soon after that the younger son took allhis two sons.  Soon after that the younger son took all

that had been given to him and went to another countrythat had been given to him and went to another country
far away. ” far away. ” Luke 15:12-13 NLV

Here was a father who went against the cultural norm

It was common for a father to respond to a child 
“Your dead to me” if they did something he didn't 
approve of

And the whole family would then live as if you 
never existed

It is a practice that still happens in many 
places today

Everyone is relating and saying “throw the bum out” and 
Jesus creates stir when He relates a different response

And everyone is then saying “what are you doing”

They are all expecting the son to be given the boot 

And the father gives the son what he wants and 
everyone is dumbfounded

Everyone knew the relationship between the father and 
son was broken
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And the father valued the relationship so much that
he chose the shortest route back to the son by 
funding his departure

He gave him everything he wanted and let 
him go

The father valued the son more than the image or 
reputation he had in society

This is what people were having the most trouble 
with

Because reputation was everything to them 

And here the son is completely dishonoring
his father 

And the father is financing it

Instead of stoning him to death

Everyone is intently listening as Jesus continues 

And He shares as the son takes off with all that his 
father has given him

and goes and lives the high life, partying 
and fast cars

And we don't know how long it took for 
him to exhaust his bank account but if you 
know the story he ran out of money and 
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found someone who was willing to hire him

And he spent his days looking after 
the one animal a Jew was never 
supposed to come in contact with

He looked after pigs and fought with
them just to get something to eat

And in all of this his thoughts returned to home

And he wondered if home was missing him

And he decided that even the lowest of 
servants were treated better than he was 
being treated so he took a chance and 
returned home

Hoping that maybe he could get a job from 
his father because he had blown the 
opportunity to be a son

“The son got up and went to his father. While he was yet“The son got up and went to his father. While he was yet
a long way off, his father saw him. The father was full ofa long way off, his father saw him. The father was full of
loving-pity for him. He ran and threw his arms aroundloving-pity for him. He ran and threw his arms around

him and kissed him.”  him and kissed him.”  Luke 15:20 NLV  

For the people listening to Jesus this was not the way you 
treated a son who had behaved this poorly

But the father in the story was less concerned with 
where the son had been and what he had been 
doing
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Than in the fact that the son was now coming 
home

The son that was relationally disconnected and gone 
before he ever left was now coming home looking to 
reconnect

And the father responded by throwing open his 
heart and his home and welcoming his son again 

And Jesus in the stories conveys the heart of God 

and shows the way that He thinks about and 
prioritizes people

“Hurry! Get the best coat and put it on him. Put a“Hurry! Get the best coat and put it on him. Put a
ring on his hand and shoes on his feet.  Bring the calfring on his hand and shoes on his feet.  Bring the calf

that is fat and kill it. Let us eat and be glad.  For my sonthat is fat and kill it. Let us eat and be glad.  For my son
was dead and now he is alive again. He was lost andwas dead and now he is alive again. He was lost and

now he is found.” now he is found.” Luke 15:22-24 NLV
 
The reason Jesus spent so much time with the people He 
talked to

And the reason He invested so much into their 
lives despite the ways they chose to live or behave

And the reason He came to hang on the cross was 
because of the way He describes and prioritizes 
people

Everything Jesus did and is still doing is spent working 
on finding what is lost 
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And reconnecting what has gotten disconnected

And Jesus still is passionate about this

What is important for us as followers of Jesus is 
will be be passionate about the same thing?

If we don't we will slowly slide into living and acting 
exactly like the world around us

Jesus was so counter to His culture because of the words 
He used to describe people

And they were foundational to Him accomplishing 
His mission

And are still the focus He has today

The question is will we allow Him to change our thinking 
and realign our passions with His

So that we can keep our eyes on the road
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