
A man named Jack was walking along a steep cliff one 
day, when he accidentally got too close to the edge and 
fell. On the way down he grabbed a branch, which 
temporarily stopped his fall. He looked down and to his 
horror saw that the canyon fell straight down for more 
than a thousand feet. 
       
      He couldn't hang onto the branch forever, and there 
was no way for him to climb up the steep wall of the cliff. 
So Jack began yelling for help, hoping that someone 
passing by would hear him and lower a rope or something.
       
      HELP! HELP! Is anyone up there? "HELP!" 
       
      He yelled for a long time, but no one heard him. He 
was about to give up when he heard a voice. Jack, Jack. 
Can you hear me?" 
       
      "Yes, yes! I can hear you. I'm down here!" 
       
      "I can see you, Jack. Are you all right?" 
       
      "Yes, but who are you, and where are you? 
       
      "I am the Lord, Jack. I'm everywhere." 
       
      "The Lord? You mean, GOD?" 
       
      "That's Me." 
       
      "God, please help me! I promise if, you'll get me down
from here, I'll stop sinning. I'll be a really good person. I'll
serve You for the rest of my life." 
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      "Easy on the promises, Jack. Let's get you off from 
there; then we can talk."  "Now, here's what I want you to 
do. Listen carefully." 
       
      "I'll do anything, Lord. Just tell me what to do." 
       
      "Okay. Let go of the branch.""What?" "I said, let go of
the branch. Just trust Me. Let go." 
       
      There was a long silence. 
       
      Finally Jack yelled, "HELP! HELP! IS ANYONE 
ELSE UP THERE?

Faith is hard to follow many times

It something that demands so much and yet often 
offers little in the way of logical thought

Like Jack we find ourselves in situations where 
logic says this is impossible

And God simply says 'Let go..'

Logic and faith are often at odds with each other 

Which is one of the things that makes sharing our 
faith difficult 

Because the world is functioning on logic

Remember when you came to faith in 
Christ 
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Remember the struggle there was to 
overcome logic and make sense of what 
you were thinking of doing

Faith is something which is very powerful in our lives

But usually demands a lot from us

Faith says jump

When your brain says its impossible
<Indiana Jones – Faith>

Logic looks at the circumstances

Faith looks at God

This is exactly the decision that  Abraham was confronted 
with 

One day, the Eternal One called out to Abram.One day, the Eternal One called out to Abram.
Eternal One:Abram, get up and go! Leave your country. Eternal One:Abram, get up and go! Leave your country. 
Leave your relatives and your father’s home, and travel Leave your relatives and your father’s home, and travel 
to the land I will show you.[to the land I will show you.[aa]Don’t worry—I will guide ]Don’t worry—I will guide 
you there. you there. 

2 2 I have plans to make a great people from your I have plans to make a great people from your 
descendants. And I am going to put a descendants. And I am going to put a special special blessing onblessing on
you and cause your reputation to grow so that you will you and cause your reputation to grow so that you will 
become a blessing become a blessing and example to othersand example to others. . 

3 I will also bless those who bless you and further3 I will also bless those who bless you and further
you in your journey, and I’ll trip up those who try to trip you in your journey, and I’ll trip up those who try to trip 
you along the way. Through your descendants, all of the you along the way. Through your descendants, all of the 
families of the earth will find their blessing in you.[families of the earth will find their blessing in you.[bb]]
4 Without any hesitation, Abram went. He did exactly as 4 Without any hesitation, Abram went. He did exactly as 
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the Eternal One asked him to do. Abram was 75 years the Eternal One asked him to do. Abram was 75 years 
old when he left Haran.”old when he left Haran.” Genesis 12:1-4 Voice

Faith seeks to move mountains even though our logic says
we should rethink this

faith that gives our lives substance

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.”evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1 NKJV

Faith is what makes what is intangible tangible

It gives a strong foundation and a sense of security and 
substance to the things we believe

Which allows us to act on our beliefs

But what happens when your faith is empty?

It is something I have been thinking about for the 
last couple weeks?

A question I have been looking at in my 
own life

Because scripturaly faith changes you 

You believe in Jesus, that He is who He says He is

And the power of the gospel begins to transform 
your life 

And you begin to powerfully change
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And you begin a life long journey of 
discovering who God is and who you are

Being transformed from 'glory to glory'

“So all of us who have had that veil removed can see“So all of us who have had that veil removed can see
and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who isand reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is
the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we arethe Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are

changed into his glorious image.” changed into his glorious image.” 2Corinthians 3:18 NLT

But when your faith becomes empty this process seems to 
stop

And life begins to settle into a routine which looks 
just like everyone else around us

And we get absorbed into the world we live in

What happens when faith is empty?

An empty faith is analytical or intellectual only, so like 
you said last week we collect information but have little 
life change.

This is the heresy of the Gnostics, your saved by 
what you know

Reading your bible becomes an exercise which 
broadens your knowledge but produces little fruit

 An empty faith focuses on works trying to be right with
God instead of finding life and freedom in a life changing 
relationship.
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And it is so easy for us to slide into working to 
please God

If I just read my bible and pray every morning and 
go to church on the weekend and tithe then God 
will be happy

Life changing faith becomes about us doing 
instead of us being

 An empty faith gives mental assent to the truth of 
scripture 

So you read the bible and agree that it is truth

But it has no power to change lives including your 
own

Paul wrote about this when he wrote to Timothy 
“having the appearance of godliness, but denyinghaving the appearance of godliness, but denying
its power.” its power.” 2Timothy 3:5 ESV

 An empty faith goes through the motions without 
engaging the heart.

An empty faith keeps going but there is no life in it

It just keeps with the routine

You go through the motions without emotions

Jonathan Edwards maintained that if the heart is 
left un-moved by God no spiritually significant 
action can, or will, take place.
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“I am hold in saying this, but I believe that no one is
ever changed, either by doctrine, by hearing the word, or

by the preaching or teaching of another, unless the
religious affections are moved by these things. . . . in a

word, there is never any great achievement by the things
of religion without a heart deeply affected by those

things. . .”

 An empty faith has no passion 

when we pray
When we gather together
When we read our bible

And life giving disciplines become rote routines 
and a chore

Jesus said that many many people would lose their passion
in the last days before His return

“In the confusion, lying preachers will come forward“In the confusion, lying preachers will come forward
and deceive a lot of people. For many others, theand deceive a lot of people. For many others, the

overwhelming spread of evil will do them in—nothingoverwhelming spread of evil will do them in—nothing
left of their love but a mound of ashes. left of their love but a mound of ashes. 

Matthew 24:12 MSG
And this is probably the one thing that is most important 
to God

We are called to love God with not just our minds 
but with our heart as well

And Jesus told the church in Ephesus
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I know all the things your doing right, but 
you have this one thing wrong.

“But you walked away from your first love—why?“But you walked away from your first love—why?
What’s going on with you, anyway? Do you have anyWhat’s going on with you, anyway? Do you have any

idea how far you’ve fallen? A Lucifer fall!idea how far you’ve fallen? A Lucifer fall!
“Turn back! Recover your dear early love. No time to“Turn back! Recover your dear early love. No time to
waste, for I’m well on my way to removing your lightwaste, for I’m well on my way to removing your light

from the golden circle.” from the golden circle.” Revelations 2:4-5 MSG

 Soren Kierkegaard said that "if passion, 
intense personal involvement with the truth of 
something, is eliminated, then faith can no 
longer exist"

An empty faith is one no one else wants because it has 
no power.

We are called to share our faith with others

“Go into all the world and make disciples”.

But when your faith is empty people will see it

They will see the fact that it is just words and 
phrases that hold little meaning for you 

maybe at one time they did

God was real and powerful  but now He is a
memory
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And when you talk about Him it is always 
things in the past

How good God was

You hear this a lot listening to testimonies.

70% was what they were saved from
20% was what God did to get their attention
10% what God brought them into

But none of it is what God is doing 
currently

How's your faith?

It is a question I have been asking myself

Is it a raging blaze, or a quiet flame or just the 
burning embers of what was?

Maybe it is a pile of ash like Jesus talked about 
nothing left of their love but a mound of ashes. nothing left of their love but a mound of ashes. 
Matthew 24:12 MSG

I believe God is speaking to His church today and calling 
us to move forward

But to do so means we need to take stock of where 
we are so we can make some changes that will 
enable us to move on

So how is your faith?
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Is it growing?  Maybe it's going, or maybe it's gone

If your finding like me it needs some work there are some 
things we can be doing

Because Faith requires action

<Francis Chan - Belief>

Alan Hirsch said “our hearts must be engaged. We 
can‘t remain passive spectators of God but rather must 
be active participants with him.”

And James wrote “Without actions, faith is useless. By“Without actions, faith is useless. By
itself, it’s as good as dead.” itself, it’s as good as dead.” James 2:17 Voice

So if your faith is running on empty we need to take action

It isn't something that is going to magically fix itself

And just doing more of what your doing isn't going
to fix it either

So first we need to  renew your relationship with God

Jesus said ““Get your life from Me and I will live in you. Get your life from Me and I will live in you. 
No branch can give fruit by itself. It has to get life from No branch can give fruit by itself. It has to get life from 
the vine. You are able to give fruit only when you have the vine. You are able to give fruit only when you have 
life from Melife from Me” ” John 15:4 NLV

To often we allow a life changing, growing relationship to 
go stale and become neglected
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It is human nature

We see it all the time in every relationship

Marriages, friendships, children/parents

For relationships to continue to grow and deepen they 
have to be invested in consistently

How is your relationship with God?

This isn't doing more of the same routine

The routine isn't sacred

If it isn't connecting you to God it isn't 
worth anything

Sometimes this means you throw 
away the routine

Get serious about your relationship and renew it

What allows you to connect with God?

This isn't something we can be passive about

And it isn't something that we can simply wait to 
see if it changes

There is no magic wand to waive and God and you
will be reconnected
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Think back to when you came to first know God

It took thought

It took examination of your heart and life

And it took conscious thought and intent to 
connect with Him

And it will again

Reconnected your relationship

Then you need to look at what God is calling you to do 
or change

Often we slide into a routine because it is easier 
than obedience

There is safety in quietly reading your bible
in a corner and not really having to look 
hard at your life, or involve yourself with 
others

I was challenged recently by Alan Hirsch when he 
wrote “We do not fail in obedience through lack of love, 
but have lost love because we have not attempted 
obedience"

When we choose to ignore what God has spoken to us we 
will always begin to lose our love for Him.

And we can substitute a whole list of things which 
may be good
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But they are wrong because they are not 
what God asked us to do.

Jesus said that many would come to Him 
professing faith and talking about the great things 
they did in His name

“Lord, Lord in Your name ...”

And He will respond “I never knew you, the I never knew you, the 
works you did were unauthorized.”works you did were unauthorized.” Matthew 7:23 
NLT

Surrender is essential to a passionate love for God

Without it there can be no faith

Obedience - body and soul---is part of the 
condition of God’s covenant, (for example, Exod. 
24:7; Jet. 11:3) as well as the momentous parting 
words of commission under which we live (Matt. 
28:18-20). As C. S. Lewis says, “Obedience is the 
‘holy courtesy’ required for entering into the 
divine relationship.”

It is also how we are called to worship

Paul wrote in Romans 12:1 Voice ““Brothers Brothers 
and sisters, in light of all I have shared with you and sisters, in light of all I have shared with you 
about God’s mercies, I urge you to offer your about God’s mercies, I urge you to offer your 
bodies as a living and holy sacrifice to God, a bodies as a living and holy sacrifice to God, a 
sacred offering that brings Him pleasure; this is sacred offering that brings Him pleasure; this is 
your reasonable, essential worship.”your reasonable, essential worship.”
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The problem is once you begin to say no to God it gets 
easier and easier to say no

And then you begin to justify why it is right to say 
no

“Well God understands”
“God knows my heart”
“I think God really meant..”
“That was for then, God doesn't really mean that 
now..”

And the only way to correct this is to once again surrender

Confession – Call it what God calls it
Repentance – Turn away from and turn to God
Surrender – Allow God to once again be in charge

The follower of Jesus broadens his or her knowledge of 
God through living truth, not just believing in it. True 
knowledge of God must be expressed in practice or action.

Scripturally , the real test of what you know is how you 
live your faith. Something goes seriously wrong with our 
capacity to integrate or even comprehend Scripture if we 
just study but do not obey it. “As you have lived, so have 
you believed,” said Kierkegaard.  

 It is not a person’s words, but an individual’s life, that is 
the best picture of faith.

So how's your faith?  Is it running on empty?
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The last thing I think we need to do is to recognize there
is no time like the present to change

Just because your running low now doesn't mean 
you have to stay that way

And people are out there who desperately need to 
hear the message you have

And what God is doing in you may be the 
only way that they hear it and understand

Jesus said “Do you not say, ‘It is four months yet until Do you not say, ‘It is four months yet until 
the time to gather grain’? Listen! I say to you, open yourthe time to gather grain’? Listen! I say to you, open your
eyes and look at the fields. They are white now and eyes and look at the fields. They are white now and 
waiting for the grain to be gathered in.” waiting for the grain to be gathered in.” John 4:35 NLV

The world around us is searching for people whose faith is
real and life changing

We have a faith that we choose to have

We can be like Lewis C.K. “I have a lot of beliefs .… 
And I live by none of them. That's just the way I am. 
They're just my beliefs. I just like believing them—I like 
that part. They're my little "believies." They make me 
feel good about who I am. But if they get in the way of a 
thing I want, I sure as heck just do what I want to do.”

Or we can change the world we live in and affect many 
lives like Hudson Taylor

When Hudson Taylor went to China, he made the voyage 
on a sailing vessel. As it neared the channel between the 
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southern Malay Peninsula and the island of Sumatra, the 
missionary heard an urgent knock on his stateroom door. 
He opened it, and there stood the captain of the ship.

"Mr. Taylor," he said, "we have no wind. We are drifting 
toward an island where the people are heathen, and I fear 
they are cannibals."

"What can I do?" asked Taylor.

"I understand that you believe in God. I want you to pray 
for wind."

"All right, Captain, I will, but you must set the sail."

"Why that's ridiculous! There's not even the slightest 
breeze. Besides, the sailors will think I'm crazy." But 
finally, because of Taylor's insistence, he agreed.

Forty-five minutes later he returned and found the 
missionary still on his knees. "You can stop praying now," 
said the captain. "We've got more wind than we know 
what to do with!"

People are waiting for a faith that is powerful

Something they can give their lives to

Think of Christians whom you admire, and you can be 
sure they are not simply devout people who got their 
theology or devotional lives right, but rather people who 
actually did something significant in their worlds. We 
think of St. Patrick, Martin Luther, John Wesley, William 
Booth, Corrie ten Boom, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Mother 
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Teresa, Jackie Pullinger, as well as countless other known 
and anonymous saints who have made a difference in their
own unique ways

People who encountered God and determined to live lives 
full of faith

And we all have the opportunity to do the same if we 
choose to

We all need to answer the question What kind of faith 
will I have?
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