
<Bridge Building>

Two weeks ago we discussed building bridges and they 
ways we end up building barriers instead.

Because all of us have built barriers without 
intending to do so

We have done it with our families and friends at 
times

We have done it with coworkers

It didn't take us long in life to understand that there were 
going to be people we didn't connect with

One person you connect easily with, and the next 
there is no connection at all

Or you connect with someone and in conversation 
the connection is lost

If you pay attention you can actually see 
when the wall goes up

And sometimes it never comes down

All of this is a fact of life

Just living in contact with other people this will 
happen 

In every relationship you have there will be times 
where you connect successfully
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Where you build a bridge

And times where you disconnect

And build a barrier

This is just people being with people

So building bridges with people is a skill that is important 
to learn

Because not everyone is successful at it,

But it is possible to learn

So relational bridges are difficult in normal everyday life

Add to that sharing Jesus with people

Which is an important part of our faith

Jesus said “Go into all the world and make 
disciples”  Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 16:15

God desires everyone we meet to come to know Him 
personally and to follow Him

But in order to follow Him someone has to tell 
them about Him

Paul said 
“But how can people call for help if they don’t know“But how can people call for help if they don’t know
who to trust? And how can they know who to trust ifwho to trust? And how can they know who to trust if
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they haven’t heard of the One who can be trusted? Andthey haven’t heard of the One who can be trusted? And
how can they hear if nobody tells them? And how ishow can they hear if nobody tells them? And how is

anyone going to tell them, unless someone is sent to doanyone going to tell them, unless someone is sent to do
it?” it?” Romans 10:14-15 MSG

Which is why Jesus commissioned and sent us to go and 
tell others

We have the bridge we need to build

But often we also have the barrier to remove so we
can build the bridge

Because they have probably met someone who 
turned them off Jesus or at least church

So sharing with people can be difficult 

And as a result a great many Christians will never 
share their faith with others

Some of that is the fault of the church because we have 
told them you don't know enough so we have to teach you 
to share

We learned that last week

We take new Christians and stick them in 
“discipleship” courses to teach them what they 
need to know

And years later they have learned to be 
consumers
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And live their Christian lives thinking they 
don't know how to do it right

Or they don't know enough

Instead Jesus intended the workers for the harvest to come
out of the harvest

And you begin to share you faith as soon as you 
have faith

And you learn and grow by doing it

Two weeks ago we learned in order to remove peoples 
barriers we need to get rid of the mindsets that block us

These can be our mindsets because we all need to 
change our perspective on people and see them 
differently

But we also have to overcome the world's mindsets

Because the culture people come from have
mindsets about Christians

Some see white people as invading 
conquerors who butchered people and see 
Christianity as white persons faith

Two things that are not even 
remotely connected but in their 
culture have become linked because 
faith is part of their culture

4 of  16



Muslims often see Christianity through the 
eyes of the crusades

If contemporary Christians are to communicate the 
Gospel effectively across religious barriers they must put 
themselves in the place of the other people and understand
what they think and feel about Christianity.

Dealing with the way you see people and the way you 
think about people is very important

But also understanding the way people see you is 
equally important

We also learned that we need to be around non-Christians

It doesn't take us long to lose our non-christian 
friends 

And so if we are to keep relating to the world 
around us we need to be involved in their lives and
understand their perspective

And to be with them means we cannot be “rabbit-
hole Christians”

Rabbits are timid creatures that pop out of their holes 
every morning, try to avoid everything (except other 
rabbits), eat their food, and jump back into their holes in 
the evening. “Whew! We made it through another day,” 
they’d say if they could talk.

Rabbit-hole Christians are a lot like that.
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Jan Johnson wrote “Many believers are "rabbit 
hole" Christians. In the morning they pop out of 
their safe Christian homes, hold their breath at 
work, scurry home to their families and then off to 
their Bible studies, and finally end the day praying 
for the unbelievers they safely avoided all day.”

When you avoid socializing with unbelievers and 
wouldn’t think of accepting an invitation to one of their 
parties it is no wonder unbelievers equate being a 
Christian with a kind of aloof self-righteousness.

So we need to be with non-Christians so we can relate to 
them where they are at.

And we also need  to be careful of the language we use 
because the world doesn't speak our language,

But we especially need to avoid the empty 
Christian phrases we  have

The things you say that are what  you 
learned Christians say

But you have no idea at all what they mean 
or how to explain them 

Or how to live them yourself

This one is a big issue for the Christian church 
today

Because we talk a lot about things we know
nothing about
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Simply because it is the language we use 
and have been taught

It is the scripture we have been 
reading or the songs we sing

Having language we don't understand is not
an issue 

Until you don't go looking for what 
it means

Be inquisitive and work to understand those things

ask a lot of questions

But use language the world knows when 
your relating to the world

When I talk to the church I use 
grace

When I talk to the world the word 
grace never comes up

It's not part of their language

All of this is important for us to get a handle on because 
the world needs to hear our message

And God wants them to know Him

And we need to get past the barriers that people 
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have so that we can build a bridge to share our 
hope

And there are so many ways we create barriers that I could
continue to talk about but God can show you those things 
in your life

Be aware of people when you are talking with 
them and allow God to show you when the walls 
go up

And then learn to say it differently, or listen more 
so you can understand them first

Tonight I want to look instead at the most effective way of
building bridges

And we are going to look at Abraham tonight because he 
illustrated this principle well

And it is a principle that much of the church today 
has lost

So much of the church is focused on itself

It is human nature to focus on the paying customer

And so the church tends to focus on those who are 
allowing it to pay its bills

And over time every church begins to slide 
into focusing on itself unless it works hard 
at staying focused on the world it is called 
to minister to
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Unfortunately every church that focuses on 
itself dies

It may take several years but it is 
consistent and happens to every 
single one

If you don't curb the natural swing 
to inward focus you will close your 
doors and cease to exist

So tonight we are going to look at hospitality

And hospitality does not revolve around a meal

I used to think of hospitality as inviting people 
over to your home for a meal

But it is so much more than that

It can be that, but it doesn't have to be

The definition of hospitality is - the quality or 
disposition of receiving and treating guests and strangers 
in a warm, friendly, generous way. 

If you only think of hospitality as inviting people over for 
a meal you will miss out completely on the blessing that 
God has for you

And the opportunities that you can have to share 
the message of hope we have
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Hospitality involves setting aside your 
feelings to make others feel welcome

And being concerned with their 
needs and benefit

Hospitality simply is doing what Paul said the church was 
supposed to do when he wrote in Philippians 2:3-4

“Don’t let selfishness and prideful agendas take over.“Don’t let selfishness and prideful agendas take over.
Embrace true humility, and lift your heads to extendEmbrace true humility, and lift your heads to extend
love to others. Get beyond yourselves and protectinglove to others. Get beyond yourselves and protecting

your own interests; be sincere, and secure youryour own interests; be sincere, and secure your
neighbors’ interests first.”neighbors’ interests first.”

Practicing hospitality is not always easy and it is not 
always practical

But it changes people everyday

And it is the way that Jesus ministered

And since I learned this truth it has changed the 
way I read my bible and the way I relate to the 
world around me

So lets look at Abraham

In Genesis 8:1-10 you find the story of Abraham and the 
promise of God over his life

God confirms a prophesy over Abraham in his old 
age and speaks again of Isaac
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The Lord showed Himself to Abraham by the oakThe Lord showed Himself to Abraham by the oak
trees of Mamre, as he sat at the tent door in the heat oftrees of Mamre, as he sat at the tent door in the heat of

the day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standingthe day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standing
in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tentin front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent

door to meet them. He put his face to the ground anddoor to meet them. He put his face to the ground and
said, “My lord, if I have found favor in your eyes, pleasesaid, “My lord, if I have found favor in your eyes, please

do not pass by your servant. Let us have a little waterdo not pass by your servant. Let us have a little water
brought to wash your feet. Rest yourselves under thebrought to wash your feet. Rest yourselves under the

tree. And I will get a piece of bread so you may eat andtree. And I will get a piece of bread so you may eat and
get strength. After that you may go on your way, sinceget strength. After that you may go on your way, since

you have come to your servant.”you have come to your servant.”

The men said, “Do as you have said.” So AbrahamThe men said, “Do as you have said.” So Abraham
ran into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Hurry and getran into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Hurry and get

three pails of fine flour, mix it well, and make bread.”three pails of fine flour, mix it well, and make bread.”
Then Abraham ran to the cattle and took out a youngThen Abraham ran to the cattle and took out a young

and good calf. He gave it to the servant to make it readyand good calf. He gave it to the servant to make it ready
in a hurry. He took milk and cheese and the meat whichin a hurry. He took milk and cheese and the meat which
he had made ready, and set it in front of them. He stoodhe had made ready, and set it in front of them. He stood

by them under the tree while they ate.by them under the tree while they ate.

Then they said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?”Then they said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?”
And he said, “There in the tent.” The Lord said, “I willAnd he said, “There in the tent.” The Lord said, “I will
be sure to return to you at this time next year. And yourbe sure to return to you at this time next year. And your

wife Sarah will have a son.”wife Sarah will have a son.”

Here Abraham demonstrated hospitality.

In the heat of the day when you do little to no work
he sees some travelers going by and calls them in 
and provides for their needs.

And through his hospitality he receives his 
promise.  One can only wonder what would
have been if he had given no notice to God 
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walking by

But Abraham set aside his own needs and put in a 
lot of work and effort to prepare a place for his 
guests to rest and eat

I learned of this principle when I traveled to Turkey last
year and met David Shenk

And this small elderly man spoke of the Muslims he is 
reaching in some of the most violent areas of the world

David reaches out to militant Muslims who are 
blowing people up

He meets with militant leaders of some of the most
violent and radical Muslims in our world

And he unashamedly declares Jesus in a 
way that is welcoming and inviting to them.

He practices hospitality

He enters their world

Puts their concerns and needs first and they 
open up and ask him about his faith

And often over a meal they get in very 
lengthy discussions of faith

And every time he is in the area 
these militant Muslims invite him 
over for more tea and conversation
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In the conference he shared story after story of people he 
had met and talked with

Peoples lives that had been altered and changed by 
the message of Jesus that he lived everyday

And he lived it gently, quietly and unashamedly

He accepted their beliefs and values and in that 
acceptance he opened doors for them to hear his 
values and beliefs

Hospitality is a powerful tool in our hands if we will take 
the time to use it

So many people don't want what we have because 
we just blast it from the rooftops and demand that 
people join us

Instead of living the life of Jesus and interacting 
with people where they are at and demonstrating 
the life and nature of Jesus for them 

A story I read recently illustrates this principle well

Rabbi Michael Weisser lived in Lincoln, Nebraska. And 
for more than 3 years, Larry Trapp, a self-proclaimed Nazi
& Ku Klux Klansman, directed a torrent of hate-filled 
mailings and phone calls toward him.

Trapp promoted white supremacy, anti-Semitism, and 
other messages of prejudice, declaring his apartment the 
KKK state headquarters and himself the grand dragon. His
whole purpose in life seemed to be to spew out hate-
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ridden racial slurs and obscene remarks against Weisser 
and all those like him.

At first, the Weissers were so afraid they locked their 
doors and worried themselves almost sick over the safety 
of their family. But one day Rabbi Weisser found out that 
Trapp was a 42-year-old clinically blind, double amputee. 
And he became convinced that Trapp’s own physical 
helplessness was a source of the bitterness he expressed.

So Rabbi Weisser decided to do the unexpected. He left a 
message on Trapp’s answering machine, telling him of 
another side of life…a life free of hatred and racism.

Rabbi Weisser said, "I probably called 10 times and left 
messages before he finally picked up the phone and asked 
me why I was harassing him. I said that I’d like to help 
him. I offered him a ride to the grocery store or to the 
mall."

Trapp was stunned. Disarmed by the kindness and 
courtesy, he started thinking. He later admitted, through 
tears, that he heard in the rabbi’s voice, "something I 
hadn’t experienced in years. It was love."

Slowly the bitter man began to soften. One night he called 
the Weissers and said he wanted out, but didn’t know how.
They grabbed a bucket of fried chicken and took him 
dinner. Before long they made a trade: in return for their 
love he gave them his swastika rings, hate tracts, and Klan
robes.

That same day Trapp gave up his Ku Klux Klan recruiting 
job & dumped the rest of his propaganda in the trash. 
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"They showed me so much love that I couldn’t help but 
love them back," he finally confessed. (Melvin Newland, 
SermonCentral)

If we are willing to set aside our comfort zones and see 
people differently and value them over ourselves we can 
offer hospitality to them and open doors in our own lives 
to see lives transformed.

Dick Staubb wrote an article called  “Please Pass the Salt: 
What We Can Learn from Jesus About Engaging Our 
World.” and relates this same principle

Many years ago I attended a birthday party for my gay 
friend and co-worker, Julian. Sixty gay men and four 
straight women had gathered to celebrate in a high-rise 
penthouse with a dramatic sweeping view of the San 
Francisco Bay. Greeting me warmly, Julian exuberantly 
kissed me on both cheeks (something that never happened 
at the office, I assure you). I took a deep breath and 
ventured into a scene that was well outside my comfort 
zone. I chuckled quietly, asking myself a familiar 
question: ‘What in the world am I doing here?’

Actually, I knew exactly why I was there. I had prayed 
with some friends about this occasion just a few hours 
earlier. I’ve always thought of events like Julian’s party as 
‘wedding feast of Cana’ situations. As so often happens 
when I follow Jesus into the world, opportunities appear. 
Because I listened as the partygoers told me about their 
journeys, by 2:00 a.m. five of them were gathered with me
in a corner talking about spiritual things.
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Hospitality is learning to put others first and making 
them feel important and welcome

One cannot over express the need to extend hospitality, 
because it opens amazing doors, for relationship, trust 
building, and is instrumental is opening doors where Jesus
can be shared

The question is are we willing to be hospitable to others
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