
Charles Spurgeon and Joseph Parker both had churches 
in London in the 19th century. On one occasion, Parker 
commented on the poor condition of children admitted to 
Spurgeon's orphanage. It was reported to Spurgeon 
however, that Parker had criticized the orphanage itself. 
Spurgeon blasted Parker the next week from the pulpit. 
The attack was printed in the newspapers and became the 
talk of the town. People flocked to Parker's church the 
next Sunday to hear his rebuttal. "I understand Dr. 
Spurgeon is not in his pulpit today, and this is the Sunday 
they use to take an offering for the orphanage. I suggest 
we take a love offering here instead." The crowd was 
delighted. The ushers had to empty the collection plates 3 
times. Later that week there was a knock at Parker's study.
It was Spurgeon. "You know Parker, you have practiced 
grace on me. You have given me not what I deserved, you 
have given me what I needed. 

Tonight we are looking at the amazing grace of God

Grace is something that is talked about all over 
North America at least and I am sure all around the
world

'but for the grace of God' is a saying used by many 
people, including non Christians

And yet when you ask Christians to define grace most 
cannot

What is grace?

Have you ever wondered?

1 of  18



The grace of God is something that is talked about over 
200 times in the New Testament

Paul opens, or closes every single letter he wrote with  
“May the grace of God be with you”

Many of the other writes of the New Testament do 
the same

Grace is an extremely important and foundational truth in 
a Christians life

And yet it is often completely misunderstood

What is grace?

I asked the question myself by searching Google and I 
most places define it as

“Grace in Christianity is the free and unmerited 
favour of God as manifested in the salvation of 
sinners and the bestowing of blessings. Common 
Christian teaching is that grace is unmerited mercy 
(favor) that God gave to humanity by sending his 
son to die on a cross, thus delivering eternal 
salvation.”

When you talk with most Christians and growing up I 
used to hear this definition a lot 

Most Christians define grace as getting something 
you don't deserve.

Unmerited favour
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Mercy is God withholding what you do deserve
Grace is God giving you what you don't deserve

In 2009 a survey was done in the US and Christians were 
polled and asked “What are three or more descriptions of 
the grace of God?”

Four words were used consistently by 98% of born
again believers

Salvation, Forgiveness of Sins, A free gift, Love

Those are not bad definitions, but they don't really define 
grace.

How do they help us?

It was a question I asked myself many years ago

What help to me is unmerited favour?

Scripture is clear

“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious
God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will findGod. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find

grace to help us when we need it most.” grace to help us when we need it most.” 
Hebrews 4:16 NLT

I came upon this verse early in my walk with God and it 
didn't help my frustration any

How does unmerited favour help

Salvation is wonderful and I know I can't earn it
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Love is great and essential to life but is no 
assistance

How many of us when we are going 
through a difficult time find being told “I 
love you” particularly helpful?

Look at the verse again

 “we will find grace to help us when we need it most.” “we will find grace to help us when we need it most.”

There is grace to help us when we need it

It was this verse that started my journey

Because I didn't find unmerited favour particularly 
helpful

For me this definition didn't help me any

And yet it is part of the definition of grace

Grace is definitely undeserved

And it is freely given

What is grace?

The fact that 98% of born again Christians didn't know 
what grace is explains a lot

You have a lot of frustrated people trying to be 
Christ like any way they know how
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Struggling hard to follow all the rules

Beat down by the burden that they are not 
measuring up

When you try to be Christlike on your own it really 
looks like this

And when grace is simply unmerited favour this is 
all you have

So you have angry, frustrated, depressed, offended,
Christians who are that way because they cannot 
measure up

Or they make it their job to be the enforcers
of God's rules on society

Or you have Christians who quit trying because 
God loves us anyway just the way we are

So what we do is unimportant so why 
struggle to follow all the rules

This is also why non Christians don't want what we
have because they see the facade

So what is grace?

At its most basic grace is simply power

<flashlight>
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It is the element that most Christians forget

And it is the most foundational part of our faith

Grace is literally God's power in us

Which makes the verse in Hebrews make so much more 
sense

“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious“So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious
God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will findGod. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find

grace to help us when we need it most.” grace to help us when we need it most.” 
Hebrews 4:16 NLT

And only 2% of Christians in America were able to state 
this as a definition 

If you were to look up the word for the Grace in the Greek
it literally means power

When Paul went to God about the difficulty in his life

We don't know what the difficulty was but we 
know Paul asked God to heal him many times

When Paul went to God and asked for it to be taken away 
God responded 

“Each time he said, Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My“My grace is all you need. My
power works best in weakness.” power works best in weakness.” 2Corinthians 12:9 NLT

When we cannot do what God requires of us, God's ability
carries us forward
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“My strength comes into its own in your“My strength comes into its own in your
weakness.”weakness.”MSG

Now grace had meaning in my life

I didn't have to fight to become because God's grace was 
available to me

When I searched the meaning of grace years ago I found 
the literal translation of grace was

““The transforming power of God doing in you what you The transforming power of God doing in you what you 
cannot do for yourself.”cannot do for yourself.”

All of the power of heaven resides within us

The very power that said “Let it be” and it was

The very power that divided the Red Sea

The very power that knocked down Jericho

The very power that healed the sick and allowed 
the blind to see

The very power that raised Christ from the dead is 
in you and I

It is available to us every day of our lives

And when I learned this all of Paul's 
writings made sense

No longer did I have to fight to overcome sin in 
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my life

“wherever sin grew and spread, God’s grace was there“wherever sin grew and spread, God’s grace was there
in fuller, greater measure. No matter how much sinin fuller, greater measure. No matter how much sin

crept in, there was always more grace.” crept in, there was always more grace.” Romans 5:20
Voice

I can be all that God wants me to be because of God's 
power working in me doing what I cannot

And no matter how difficult or hard things get

No matter had overwhelming the temptations

No matter the obstacle I know that God will 
always supply more power than is needed

The question needs to be asked then if God's power is 
available to every Christian why do so many struggle so 
much?

If everything that pertains to life and Godliness is 
ours and has been given to us

And if we can enter God's presence and receive 
more grace anytime we need it

Why is it we struggle

Why are so many Christians lives void of 
the transforming power of Christ?

Why are the same habitual issues in our 
lives year after year after year?
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Partly it is because we don't understand grace

If it is just unmerited favour it really leaves us 
helpless

But even if we do understand it as the empowering nature 
of Christ in us we still struggle

I came to understand grace early in my Christian 
walk

And I saw it's transformational power do 
it's work in my life and in the lives of 
others

But I still have thing in my life I need to 
overcome and things that need to change

Some of which have been there for years

So it is a question I have been asking

And as I read my bible I have found 5 responses to God's 
grace

Because the grace of God is not automatic

There is no magic wand waived over our lives and 
everything is made right

The first and most obvious response we can have is We 
can receive God's grace
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Just because God's grace is offered doesn't mean 
we receive it

The most used verse we have when 
witnessing to people

“For it’s by God’s grace that you have been saved.”“For it’s by God’s grace that you have been saved.”

How many people do you know that have not come to 
Christ?

Grace offered does not mean grace received

God offers His grace every time we ask for it

It is up to us to receive it

And we don't always receive it because scripture says 
we can Miss the grace of God

We can leave God's presence without ever picking 
up the one thing we needed

“Look after each other so that none of you fails to“Look after each other so that none of you fails to
receive the grace of God.”receive the grace of God.” Hebrews 12:15 NLT

I think it is amazing even in my own life how I can miss 
the grace of God

A gift which cost Him so dearly gets left on the 
table unused

And so many issues we have in Christendom are 
the result of us missing God's grace in our lives
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And the biggest area we do this in in the area of offence

Because Paul continued “Watch out that no “Watch out that no 
poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble 
you, corrupting many.”  you, corrupting many.”  Hebrews 12:15 NLT

This is an area which is dividing God's people all around 
the world

Offenses are a part of life because Jesus said when 
you are offended not if.

And we all miss God's grace when we don't deal 
with things quickly and we allow them to separate 
us

And we miss becoming who God purposed us to 
be because there is no unity and we miss out on the
blessing

We are blind enough in this area that Paul actually 
stated that we are to “Watch over each other”  meaning 
we probably won't spot it in our own lives.

We can receive the grace of God and see it transform our 
lives

We can miss the grace of God completely

And we can Waste God's grace

This is a tragic instance where we can receive the 
powerful nature of God into our lives and simply let it go 
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to waste

Have it do nothing at all but gather dust

““We are working together with God. We ask you fromWe are working together with God. We ask you from
our hearts not to receive God’s loving-favor and thenour hearts not to receive God’s loving-favor and then

waste it.” waste it.” 2 Corinthians 6:1 NLV

Grace that isn't applied to our lives does us no good

The power that raised Jesus from the dead offers us
no life at all unless we use it

At times we can say we didn't know God's power was 
available so it went unused

But that doesn't work all the time

And it definitely won't work anymore

How many things in our lives has God spoken to us about 
that we have left undone

Times where we didn't want what God wanted

Didn't want it the way He wanted or in the time 
frames He wanted

Every time God speaks He offers grace

And we can hear His word, and receive His grace 
and then do nothing with it

A perfect example of this is the amount of Christians who 
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live life in bondage

Pick your issue

So many people cannot overcome

And yet Jesus said “You shall know the truth 
and the truth shall set you free.”

This is a verse on grace

Jesus is truth and as we come to know Him we are 
changed by Him and are freed

But for grace to work it needs to be applied

It needs to be lived out and acted on

Nothing in the kingdom of God happens when we stand 
still

And a lot of Christians have gotten into a 'tarry 
until you receive' mode

And while there may be times where we need to 
wait on God the majority of what God will do in 
our lives is when we are in motion

You cannot steer a car in park

If you read this in the Message version it states
““““If you stick with this, living out what I tell you, youIf you stick with this, living out what I tell you, you
are my disciples for sure. Then you will experience forare my disciples for sure. Then you will experience for

yourselves the truth, and the truth will free you.”yourselves the truth, and the truth will free you.”  

13 of  18



For grace to work in our lives it needs to be first 
experienced in relationship with God and then lived

Stepping out into the things God calls for us to do

I learned forgiveness this way

I didn't know it was grace until many years later

I gave my life to Christ and heard Him speak that day

And within a couple days of surrendering to Him I 
heard Him clearly speak “You need to forgive.”

I didn't know how to forgive.

I could teach you to hold a grudge I did it so well 
and so passionately

But God clearly spoke

And my prayer simply was Your right – I acknowledged 
the truth and saw things the way God saw them

And I continued “I don't know how to, but I choose
to forgive.”

And I came to powerfully experience God's grace in my 
life

Because in that moment I leaned on Him and my 
life was transformed and the hatred and anger I felt
deep inside which drove me was gone forever
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And it paved the way for everything else God 
wanted to do in my life because He cannot work 
through the unforgiveness so it had to be dealt with
first

I received His grace and it did in me what I couldn't do

Now all of the transformations are not always that 
sudden and dramatic

But grace always does it's work if we allow it to

Paul wrote ““There has never been the slightest doubt There has never been the slightest doubt 
in my mind that the God who started this great work in in my mind that the God who started this great work in 
you would keep at it and bring it to a flourishing finish you would keep at it and bring it to a flourishing finish 
on the very day Christ Jesus appears.”on the very day Christ Jesus appears.” Philippians 1:6 
MSG

Grace is available to us every day of our lives and we 
always have the opportunity to allow God to transform us

But we also can miss the opportunity when it comes or we
can receive the grace of God and do nothing with it

We do this most often when we ignore what God is
speaking to us

But the final response happens in a similar way to 
wasting God's grace because we can also Nullify grace

Paul wrote to the church in Galatia and spoke of 
this very thing
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He wrote ““I do not nullify the grace of God, forI do not nullify the grace of God, for
if righteousness were through the law, then if righteousness were through the law, then 
Christ died for no purpose.” Christ died for no purpose.” Galatians 2:21 ESV

Paul wrote about people finding their own way to 
following God

They had left the simple truth of the Gospel and 
started following the rules

When you do what  God wants but don't do it His way you
always nullify His grace

<backwards battery>

When God speaks to us and we decide there is a better 
way to do His plan we render grace useless

When God says give your last 10$ I will supply

And you don't you nullify His grace

When God speaks to you about a situation with a friend or
co-worker and asks you to humble yourself and talk with 
them

And you decide it is better to use the natural 
methods of conflict resolution because they make 
sense you nullify His grace

A good bible story is the taking of Jericho

Joshua was a very accomplished general by the 
time they came to Jericho
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And he had led many victories and taken many 
fortified cities

And God gave him a different plan of attack that 
made no sense at all

The question before Joshua, and us every 
time it happens is, will I receive the grace 
and be transformed, or will I do it the way I
think it should be done

For grace to work in our lives it must be rightly applied

It cannot be the way we think.  

The question is what will we do with the grace that God 
offers us so freely?

We have the option to make use of His ability or to fight it
out on our own

What we do with the grace of God is completely 
up to us

Last week we saw a powerful video of what the 
grace of God can do with people

And grace is the power of the gospel

It is what makes us who God designed us to be

We don't have to fight it out and struggle on our own
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We can receive His grace and be transformed forever

Allowing His life to shine in us if we choose

Grace simply is letting Christ live in us

We heard that last week as well

“Don't pray to be a better Christian, pray for 
Christ to live His life in you.”

“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” 

Galatians 2:20 ESV

What will you do with the grace that is offered you?
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